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CHAP. ; xxVI. 
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As ſoon as Elizabeth aroſe, ſhe 
again went to the place of obſervation, 
but all was ſtill, nor could the tell 
if her paper was taken away. When 
he met Count Velaſco and Madame 
de Tourval at breakfaſt, ſhe had 
great difficulty to ſuppreſs her re- 
ſentment, and behave with tolerable 


moſt * * to diſſemble a little, and 


civility to them, but ſhe thought =. 
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wait till night for the return of her 
friend's anſwer, whom ſhe doubted 
not waited till night ſhould favor the 
intelligence; — ſhe therefore contented 
herſelf with telling them that ſhe had 
written to one of her guardians, and 
ſhe wiſhed the letter to be ſent im- 
mediately. She thought both the 
Count and Madame de Tourval looked 
confuſed, when ſhe: firſt entered the 
room the latter, ſhe was certain, 
darted many malignant looks at her, 
but ſhe diſregarded them and waited 
for night with the impatience of a 
lover wo expects to meet the object 
of his wiſhes. She thought the day 
uncommonly long and tedious, and 
ſhe haſtened to her apartment an 
hour before the uſual time, in hopes 
that her unknown friend would be 
punctual. As ſoon as ſhe got into 
by . her 


ELIZABETH 3 


her room, ſhe placed the candle upon 
the floor, that the light might ſignify 
her being there, and ſhe ſat with her 
eyes fixed upon the aperture from 
whence ſhe had the preceding night 
perceived che billet.— She waited a 
long time and nothing appeared, 
her patience. began to be exhauſted, 
ſhe ſtooped down, but ſhe could ſee 
under the board, to try if her own 
dillet remained there, but ſhe. could 
find apthingsrr he even called in a 
low voice, I am here,“ but all to 
no e a profound ſtillneſs ſuc- 
ceeded, and after three long hours 
watching ſhe retired to beds ee 
and Abe kee n bond fle 
2113 5100 1 

When the; morning, returned, the 

thought of various meaſures to purſue, 
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in order to get from the hook. Her 
friend ſeemed to have forſaken her, 
and the had nobody on whom ſhe 
could depend but herſelf—Sbe had 
written to Mr. Selwyn, but it ap- 
peared a matter of doubt whether her 
letter would be ſent fafcly to the 8 ; 
ſhe determined, at laſt, to make - 
bold effort at once, and deſite a car- 
riage might be procured for her, and 
take her: leave; for under what pre- 
tence or colour could they detain her ? 


| "Ervin 0 therefore, * her 
plan, the took the firſt opportunity of 
addreſſing Madame de Tourval, by 
faying, It is no longer convenient 
4 or proper for me to continue my 
9 viſit, and I ſhall be much obliged 5 
« if you, will order me a carriage to 
< convey. me to Bruſſels,” * 
o e 
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de Tourval, with a cbntemptuous 
ſmile, and waving her hand, replied, 
«© ] refer you to Count Velaſco for that 
«© permiſſion, you are no his viſitor,” 
and fo ſaying ſhe left the room. Eli- 
zabeth felt her indignation ſtruggling 
with her fears; for the ſpeech and 
manner of this woman had excited 
both ;z——=when the Count, turning to 
her, ſaid, „Ves, lovely creature, you 
e are now my viſitor, and J hope will 
long © remain ſoz—this ' houſe is 
mine, — F only lend it to Madame 
© de Tourval as ſuits my convenience; 
I have long been your priſoner, it is 
now your turn to be mine, but I 
5 will hold you in the gentleſt chains 
e that ever love and adoration 
&« formed l“ and faying this he caught = 
| N in his arms; and attempted to Kifs 
| hier fe ſtruggled violently ts 
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ale berſelf, and the terror, 
ſurpriſe, and reſentment which his 
declaration and behaviour had occa- 


ſioned, had nearly overcome her, but 


ſhe was happily relieved r Woe of 
tears. 7 


S 


1 he yarious paſſions which agitated | 
her breaſt, prevented her ſpeaking, 


and gave the Count an opportunity to 


proceed 1 in the following manner: 
% That I love you to diſtraction is 


“ evident, and equally ſo that I 


4 would obtain your's in return.—1 


6. offer my whole fortune to your dif- 
c« * poſal, and 1 wiſh not to offend your 


7, 4% I's 


y;=ſay that you will be 


" mine, and a prieft ſhall inſtantly 
e unite us, according to the cere- 
4. monies of your on church. —I 
« have a” bouſe and an eftare in 
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« England, whither, if you prefer it, 

ce you ſhall go; but if you refuſe my 
"x es offers,,—if you are deaf to the moſt 
« ardent of lovers, know, that you are 
dein my abſolute power, and nothing 
cc ſhall prevent my wiſhes, upon what 
c terms I chooſe.” 


During this ſpeech Elizabeth had 
time to _recolle& herſelf, and to con- 
quer, in- ſome degree, that reſentment 
.-which- ſhe: but too plainly ſaw would 
only determine her fate; ſhe, therefore, 
told the Count, with as much com- 
poſure as ſhe could collect that ſhe 
had before told him ſhe was a mar- 
ried woman, andi ĩt was certainly true, 
however her huſband' $ haying deſerted | 
and abandoned her, might give her 
cauſe to forget him: For this reaſon 
ſhe i not confder herſelf at liberty 
to 
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to marry again, before ſame. enquiry 


had been made concerning him, and 


he muſt allow her to write to her guar- 
dians before, ſhe could make any de- | 
termination, on. her own part. Not- 


b withſtanding the cool and civil manner 
A in which Elizabeth delivered this 
ſpeech, the Count made a great joke 
| of her marriage, told her it could not 
be binding, and that he would only 


allow her three days to conſider of his 


propoſal, at the expiration of which 
time he ſhould expect a decifive and 


favorable anſwer. Elizabeth rejoiced 


to think ſbe ſhould have that time 
allowed her, becauſe ſhe determined p 


to employ it in contriving ſome means 


whereby ſhe might eſcape from this 


deteſtable houſe, and equally deteſted 
Inhabitants. She came to a reſolution 
hat no dangers ſhould deter. her from 

at 
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a leaſt making an attempt. If her life | 
was the forfeit, it would be loſt in the 
defence of her honor, and ſhe thought, 


| dUuringthreedays, ſhe might hit upon 


ſome: ſtratagem likely to inſure her 
ſucceſs. She knew that a bribe cat? 
ried charms ſuperior in general to the 
fidelity of a common ſervant, and ſhe 
was reſolved to try that method of 
prevailing upon ſome one of the do- 
meſtics to aſſiſt her; certain it was, 
ſhe had a friend not far off, who 


ſeemed intereſted in her cauſe. How= 


ever, as ſuch a ſcheme required great 
circumſpection and -prudence, after 
deep conſideration ſhe changed her 
plan, and determined to have no con- 
fidants, but truſt only to herſelf. She 
had no doubt, if ſhe could once get 
out of the houſe, ſhe ſhould find ſome 
_ who, wn 
money 
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sed would procure her a horſe, or- 
ſome means that might facilitate her 
eſcape; and as ſhe ſpoke the lan- 
guage very well, and had ſtrength and 
ſpirits to ſupport fatigue, ſhe feared 
no danger but that of not OP able. 
to o effe& * . ib 1 6 


Sbe 4 it proper t to . no 
attempt before the ſecond day, but to 
appear as eaſy and compoſed as poſ- 
ſible, that ſhe might give no cauſe far 
ſuſpicion. In the mean time ſhe 
viewed the windows of every room 
ſhe was accuſtomed to ſurvey, but 
they promiſed no ſucceſs, being all of 
them very high and: barred, and ſhe 
knew that night muſt! be the time to 
favor her eſcape. Dur ing this interval 
ſhe was under the cruel neceſſity of 
n 9 declarations of love 
80 and | 


Log 
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and fondneſs from Count N and 
what was even {till worſe and more of- 
fenſive, the groſs inſinuations and un- 
reſtrained converſation of Madame de 
Tourval, who having fo long worn the 
reſemblance of virtue and refined man- 
ners, was now glad to throw off the 
maſk, and appear in her « own n 
nnn eee ee e bb 1 B 
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8 Elizabeth e as nele to hank a8 
me poſſibiy could help, and received 
the compliments of Count Velaſco 
with a very ill grace; and could fearce 
think herſelf ſafe for a moment in the 
company of two people whom ſhe 
conſidered to be capable of the worſt 


pf crimes. Indeed, when her imagin- 


ation took a retroſpection of paſt-0C- 
currences, ſhe entertained very little 


2000 —— having been 


* 
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| | the mutderer of Lord Landover; and 
| ſttctom recollecting the great hurry in 
| | which Madame de Tourval left 
Bruſſels, ſhe very juſtly concluded, 


khat her fears for being conſidered as 
| an accomplice,-by the Police, had oc- 
3 caſioned her haſte to leave that city. 
and Elizabeth herſelf might comę 
under the ſame ſuſpicions, for any 
f thing ſhe knew to the contrary.— 
=. Shocking thought! and fill more hor- 
| rid, that ſhe was yet in the power of 
| theſe wretches, and from whom, with» _ 
out a miracle, ſhe could not eſcape 
She truſted, however; in that power 
| which could alone ſuſtain and fave 
herz; and when the night in which ſhe 
meant to begin her enterprize ap- 
proached, ſhe moſt fervently prayed to 
the Almighty for his protection an 
Per She knew ſhe mult wait 
a 596 5 _ 
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till the ade family were in bed, and 
every thing perfectly quiet, before ſhe 
attempted even to open her door, as 
the moſt profound caution was ne- 
ceffary. The moon, as if conſcious 
of favoring her deſign, ſhone with un- 
common luſtre, and ſhe thought it 
would be moſt prudent to extinguiſh 


her light before ſhe left her chamber. 
She fancied that Count Velaſco ſlept in 


that which was oppoſite to her's, and 


which ſhe had ſeen, —but ſhe wiſhed 


ſtill to know who inhabited the one 


next to her's, which ſhe had found 
faſtened, —becauſe ſhe ſuſpected her 


billet might ſtill remain thete; and 
moreover as it was evident, that con- 
veyed to her, came from that room, 
ſne could not reſiſt the curioſity 


which led her to ſee what that wm 
contained, ah 12 


* . 
* 63 VT __—c 


be 
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She packed up all her jewels in as' 
ſmall a compaſs as ſhe could, and put 
them into her pocket, and ſhe put a 
large ſum of money, with ſome linen, 
in her other pocket. She then put 
out her candle, and having ſummoned 
up all the reſolution ſhe could collect, 


ſhe ventured t to —— her door. 4 
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Hy both opened and ſhut 
her door very ſoftly, ſhe ſtood for near 
the ſpace of a minute to obſerve if 
thing was perfectly ſtill and 


1 quiet.— She then proceeded to the 
door on the leſt of her apartment, 
and finding it open ſhe was at firſt ap- 

1 prehenſive that ſome of Count Ve- 

VE laſco's ſervants might fleep there, and 


„ 


= BLIZAB zr. 


ſhe rather repented having attem pted 
it z—but as all was perfectly ſtill, ſhe 
ventured to look in, and. perceiving no 
bed in it ſhe advanced and found it to 
be a kind of lumber room, large and 
out of repair. She walked. to the fide 
neareſt her on chamber, and ob- 
ſerved the aperture in the boards, but 

there was no billet, or appearance of 
any paper;—ſhe then examined the 
window, but it was exactly the ſame as 
that in her own chamber. She then 
proceeded down five ſteps into a paſ- 

fage where ſhe knew ſome of the ſer- 
vants, flept, ſhe, therefore, ſtepped 
very carefully to the end of it, hoping 
to find ſome. back ſtaircaſe, wnich 

might lead to the offices, from whence 
ſhe thought to make her eſcape. She 
n to. 9, her Sleat oy, diſcovered a 
* NAITOW 


Tay 


— eb then. ——<e 
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narrow ſtaircaſe, down which ſhe 
tremblingly deſcended; — but how 
great was her grief and diſappointment 
to find at the bottom a door, which all 
her ſtrength could not open. — She ex- 
erted all her force, but it was in vain, 
the door appeared to be faſtened on the 
otl ide, and ſhe funk down upon 
che otto ſtep; in au agony of diſap- 
poincment not to be deſcribed. To 
return back again was an idea not to 
be” ſupported,” and to flay where ſhe 
was, was equally fruitleſs. Sometimes 
the thought if ſhe waited there till 
morning, ſome of the ſervants would 
probably find her, and by the all: o.. 
erful magnet of gold, might be in- 
duced to affift her; - but then, ſhe 
conſidered, how much time would be 
loſt in making her eſcape, and with 
Vol. III. C how 
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how much more eaſe.ſhe might be re· 
| taken ſhould; ſhe be purſued, even 
ſuppoſing. ſhe ſhould. meet with any 
perſon inclined to affſt her. 


After revolving theſe things in her 
mind, ſhe conſidered an application. to 
the ſervants might be reſerved as a 
laſt reſource, when every; other trial 
might fail; and that if ſhe muſt be re- 
duced. to ſolicit the aſſiſtance of a ſer- 
vant, the ſooner ſhe applied the better; 


and as ſhe concluded no time was to 


be. leſt, ; ſhe haſtened again up the 
Raircaſe,, determining, to open the firſt 
door in the paſſage, and implore the 
aid of. w homſoever ſbe might find 
chere, Accordingly ſhe aſcended wich 
as much caution, as ſhe had deſcended, 
and. when, ſhe, Aires. at the top, ſhe 
815 5 perceived 
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perceived a door up two ſteps, im- 
nmiediately oppoſite the ſtaircaſe, which 
had before eſcaped her notice. She 


pauſed a moment, — a violent palpita- 
tion at her heart prevented her ad- 
vancing, and ſhe ſaw no reaſon Why 


the ſhould not venture down'the great 


ftaircaſe but ſhe knew 'it only led 
into the hall and the'rooms adjoining, 
2 wa" windows of ichs were e barred, 


r 


ſages ſhe ktew were efftened, 
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21 During ae reflection her hand 


reſted upon the lock of the door 
abovementioned a ſecret impulſe 
urged her to open it, —and again a 
fearful dread prevented her. She caſt 
up her eyes, and implored the Pro- 
rein of Heaven, and that it would 


% > 
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ad; hw. in. a righteous cauſe.” "yr 
FORAGE, returned, and ſhe opened the 
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lage 1 ill ee ee the further 
end ſtood the bed, with the curtains 
drawn round it. Some female habi- 
liments lying about ſerved to encou- 
rage her approach to the bed. The 
moon ſhone full upon it, and ſhe 
gently opened the curtains, when the 
dead corpſe of a woman preſented it- 
ſelf to her affrighted view. She ut- 
tered a faint involuntary ſcream, and 
expetienced a terror impoſnble to be 
deſcribed every faculty of her ſoul 
ſeemed ſuſpended, and ſhe loſt all 
ſenſe of her own danger, in een- 
| templating the object before ber. 


D / 9 


When 


ig 
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When recolle&ion returned, her 
ff idea was, that of the perſon have 
ing been murdered; although there 
was no appearance to lead her to fuck 
a \ ſuſpicion. : * 


7 * 
J — 2 
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The body ſeemed aasee it might 
be her friend, and ſhe might have been 
put to death for attempting to fave 
her. Theſe were the ideas That ſug- 
geſted themſelves as ſhe ſtood g gazing 
at the inanimate one R 

" Elizabeth had never ſeen any erſon 
dead but Mrs. Raymond, and the 
body now. before her exhibited the 
fame ghaſtly appearance; —but' when 
ſhe looked” at Mrs. Raymond ' the 
turned from tlie view, as horrid” and 
diſguſting, whereas, a contrary im- 
2 C 3 | _ 
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pulſenow rivetted her tothe ſide of the 
corpſe; about which ſhe felt intereſted, 
and ſo reluctant to leave; that a ſenſe 
off her own danger never occurred to 
her imagination. She fixed her eyes 
upon the countenance, till ſhe fan- 
cied ſhe perceived a motion like 

breathing, and putting her hand 
upon the heart, ſhe was very ſure it 
returned a faint motion. Elizabeth 
was convineed the perſon was not 
quite dead. what could ſhe do to 
afford any aſſiſtance? She recollected 
having a bottle of ſmelling ſalts in 
her pocket, ſhe inſtantly applied them 
to the noſe, and in a few ſeconds the 
. e a faint ſigh expreſſed 
returning liſe. Elizabeth looked ea- 
gely round the room for ſomething 
1 her to cuink, and finding ſome 

4150 water 
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water in a glaſs ſhe gently: raiſed: up 
her head, and applying the water to 
ber mouth, ſhe had the pleaſure to ſee 
that it revived her; ſne ſprinkled ſome 
on ber face, and immediately the 
dying woman articulated the words 
Good God!” Elizabeth aſked her 
if ſhe was better, and expreſſed her 
wonder that ſhe ſhould be left alone 
in ſuch a ſtate To which the other 
replied, with many pauſes and a very 
inward voice, I have been dying for 
* ſome days, but I hade no claim 
% upon humanity; — the conflict be- 
cc tween life and death has been ſe- 
«© vere; but I feel the latter is almoſt 
* become the conquerori)*11 ( Ah! 
faid Elizabeth, let me call. ſame 
cc perſon to your aſſiſtanceꝰꝰ No, 
bd the. . © none in this houſe 


can 
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e car afford me any!ꝰ Tell me;”* 
ſaid Elizabeth, „are not vou the 
«© perſon I once ſaw, and did not 
_ ©. you, by a note, warn me of my 
«,danger?? 1 am,” replied the 
other, and gueſs you are my eoun- 
« trywoman, baſely trepann'd to this 
5 infernal place. From the moment 
J. beheld; you, I felt a wiſh to ſave 
you, but my deſign was diſcovered, 
on and: J fear yon cannot eſcape . 
Words may not be long lent. me, 
«© know then, that the man who calls 
«himſelf Count Velaſco, is no ſuch 
* perſon, but is Lord Veremont“ 
Lord Veremont!” exclaimed Eli- 
zabeth, can you then inform me 
at is become of Lady Spencer? 
In me behold that wretched woman, 
n 2 5 Juſtly puniſhed or 


ingratitude 
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cc ingraticade and infidelity to the beſt 
«of men.“ 1/54 Gracious God l' ſaid 
Elizabeth, you are my mother!“ 
and falling upon her knees by the 


bedſide, tenderly embraced her. The 


powers of 3 nne agaitt 
ſuſpended, | preſently reco- 
vering, an = her eyes towards 

Heaven, ſaying- © Merciful God! 
e how unworthy I am of this great 
c Comfort! and then turning to 
Elizabeth, ſhe ſaid, are you, in- 


„ zabeth, whom 1 ſo inhumanly 
«© deſertedꝰ How dare I aſłkꝰ yet 
5 tell me of your father f.“ He is 
6e dead?!” ſaid Elizabeth, he died 
e pronouncing ſorgiveneſs to your; - 
* and conjured me, if I ever ſhould 
meet n _ you this aſſurance, 
0 al a | «and 


J 
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e and that his laſt prayer was made 
% for you.“ Then that pious 
prayer was heard!“ ſaid Lady 
Spencer, and in theſe bleſſed mo+ 
© ments, I experience its effects. O! 
«© what - a. . paſſport - for a + wretched 
6 ſinner !—Come to my arms, my 
«« deareſt, daughter, and depend upon 
5 that {Almighty Providence, who 
has graciouſly, vouchſafed this hour 
«© of conſolation to an unworthy; erea- 
< ture, and will reward thy filial . 
6; ang, 8 Wb innocence !??, ?! 

Being 8 . vans * this 
exertion, ſhe ſunk her head upon the 
pillow, and cloſed her eyes. Eli- 
zabeth thought ſhe had heard the laſt 
ſounds of her voice, and hiding her 
own face with her hands, ſhe bewailed 
her 


— 
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ber 8 with the tears of duty and af- 
fection; devoutly praying that God 
Almighty would ſanctify the e 
of her ———_ $ n . 17 

mY was now Hye and a male 
domeſtic appeared at the door of the 
chamber, who drew back, and ſeemed 
frightened at ſeeing Elizabeth, who 
was kneeling and weeping by the 
bedſide of her mother. But ſhe turned 
round at the noiſe, and deſired ſhe 
would aſſiſt her in endeavouring to 
recover the lady; at the ſame time 
aſking, by whoſe orders, or by whoſe 
negligence ſhe was ſo inhumanly left 
at an hour IRE * ere all n 
1 care. IRE god ies, 
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far her own inability. t to attend with- 
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We im 


The. ſervant, began making excuſes 


gut the,; orders. of others, - when Eli- 
zabeth told her to loſe no time in 
procuring ſome wine or cordial, which 
being immediately produced, Lady 


Spencer once more opened her eyes, 


and fixing them upon Elizabeth, ſhe 
ſaid, in a very low and almoſt unin- 
telligible voice, «1 had much to fay, 
but my ſtrength is not now ſuf- 
37 ficient.” Apen. aller a pauſe, ſhe 
faid, “ ode Lord Veremont i is a very bad 
5 man, — but not ſo loſt to every ſenſe 


Fe of vinue, as to perſevere i in his de- 
85 ſigus upon vous, when he is informed 
60 Who you are.“ — Then looking at 
the ſervant, and at the ſame time tak- 
ing the hand of Elizabeth - ſhe faid, in 
g 3 This i 1s BJ daughter.” Then 


preſſing 
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pre i ing the hand which the held, che 
locked op, with an expreſſion of 
thank fulneſs, and wick a 1 f gh 
expired, N 


Poor Elizabeth was bn autecded, 
ſhe remained kneeling, with her eyes 
fixed upon the corpſe, and her hand 
locked in that of her mother. 'The 
agitation ſhe had ſuffered during the 
night, together with the ſurpriſe” the 
diſcovery had occaſioned, and the loſs 
the now ſuſtained, were circumſtances 
of ſuch complicated affliction, as al- 
moſt overpowered her faculties. She 
recollected, however, her ſituation, 
and how neceſſary it was to loſe no 
time in making known'to Lord Vere- 
mont WhO ſhe Was. She” therefore, 
though with reluctance, tore herſelf 
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from the body of Lady Spencer, and 
far down, in order to collect as much 
as poſhble that ſtrength of mind 

which could enable her to go through 
the trial yet remaining, that of in- 
forming Lord Veremont of the late 
events; and ſhe knew how neceſſary 
it was to be perfectly collected before 
ſhe entered upon this s trying under- 
taking.—She, therefore, in order to 
recruit her ſpirits, ordered ſome break- 
faſt, but would not tir from the bel. 
_ of raced TANF Sursee DOA 
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IN DIN G herſelf much.-refreſhed; 
and hearing that Count Velaſco and 
Madame de Tourval waited breakfaſt 
for her, ſhe appeared before them with 
an air of dignity which at once beſpoke 
the ſuperiority. of virtue, and ſeemed 
already to impreſs them with an awe 
and preſentiment of what ſhe- was 
going to declare, 

She 
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She looked ſteadfaſtly at the Count, 
and then (to his utter aſtoniſhment) 
addreſſed him in the following words, 
Lord Veremont, you ſee before you 
ce the unhappy. dayghter_ of Lady 
“Spencer, . whole affections you ali- 
% enated from her huſband, who has 
«fallen an early victim to your cru- 
elty, and who now lies dead in your 
« houſe !—Yes, my Lord, that Lady 


* Spencer whoſe daughter I am, and 


you, to complete your crimes, have 
& dared to inſult with offers of love, 


© and have detained. in your houſe 


ce for the baſeſt deſigns! Lord 
Veremont ſeemed. ſtruck . with terror 


and ſurpriſe! —] le was hefitating ſome 
anſwer, when Madame de - Tourval 
exclaimed,  < Romantic folly! re- 


*« gard not the concerted tales of this 


« girl, 
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« girl, and the woman ſhe calls her 
ce mother!” Peace, woman!” re- 
plied Elizabeth, * nor dare to in- 
« terrupt the juſt feelings of remorſe, 
«© the meaſure of thy crimes wants 


not any addition!” This ſpirited 


and unexpected reply filenced her, 
and upon receiving à nod of diſ- 
pleaſure from Lord Veremont, ſhe in- 
ſtantly n ine” room. 

She was no W aa than Lord 
Veremont recovering himſelf from his 
firſt ſurpriſe, expreſſed a deſire to 
hear from Elizabeth by what means 
ſhe had diſcovered her mother, and 
of what ſhe had been informed: by her, 
_ Elizabeth related'in as conciſe a man- 
ner as ſhe could, the circumſtance of 
the billet, ber ſurpriſe at nns 

Vol. III. D no 
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no anſwer to that ſhe returned, her 
attempt to make her eſcape, - and the 
providential diſcovery of her mother, 
whole unhappy fate + ſhe again be- 
wailed. Lord Veremont bid her be 
comforted, and aſſured her ſhe ſhould 
hence forward be entirely her own 
miſtreſs. He made ſome flight ex- 
cuſes for his conduct to Lady Spencer, 
ſaying that ſhe had been in a decline 
for a long time, and that he knew not 
but: ſhe was ſupplied with all proper 
neceſſaries. Elizabeth ſaid ſhe much 
feared her end bad been haſtened by 
the want of proper care and attention; 
and when ſhe told him her laſt words, 
whereby ſhe aſſured her, Lord 
Veremont was not ſo loſt to virtue as 
to ſeek her deſtruction when he 
kneß who ſhe Was, he ſeemed. afs 
853 fected, 
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fected, and ſaid, poor creature 
could ſnhe ſo far forgive med 
Elizabeth took this favorable moment 
to ſolicit ſuch funeral rites for her mo- 
ther, as he had obtained for Mrs. 
Raymond, which he faithfully _ 
d * be nee 


| Elizabeth this bids ada; with 
his permiffion, ſtay in his houſe till 
after her mother was buried, and to 
this alſo he readily conſented. Such 
was the change which the occurrences 
of a few hours had occaſioned.— The 
laſt time Elizabeth had been alone 
with Lord Veremont, ſhe was obliged 
to hear profeſſions of love from him, 
and was caſting about in her mind 
by what expedient ſhe ſhould eſcape 
from that houſe the was now aſking 
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to teria in; and his Lardihin, FOR 
an 1 aſpiring | and vehement lover, was 

become ww" cool: * nee Mee 
h Siena.” = 


ILL 


Elizabeth ods gone e 


(with an amazing fortitude and 


ſtrength of mind) theſe different 


trials, which had required all her ex- 
ertion both of body and mind, 
tired to her apartment, fatigued — 
diſconſolateè for the loſs: of her mother; 
for whom (though ſhe had never ex- 
perienced '-any degree of tendernefs 
from her) ſhe felt the moſt dutiful and 
tender affect ion, and ſincerely wiſhed 
her life had been ſpared, that ſhe 
might have teſtified thoſe feelings. 
With what different ſenſations did the 
return to her room from thoſe with 
which 
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which ſhe left it on the preceding 
night; and grieved as ſhe: truly was 
for the loſs of her mother, ſhe yet felt 
à degree of confidence and ſecurity, 
under the preſent circumſtances, 
vhich afforded her e comfort ad 
6 fads 


T bebt next doming * Fiftad, 4 
2 of her mother, for ſhe was not 
like thoſe many ladies who poſſeſa 
ſuch very fine feelings, that when a 
friend; or even a near relation, departs 
this life, their firſt care is to ſecure 
their own eaſe, and by affecting to be 
violently agitated at che ſight or men- 
tion of the deceaſed, run immediately 
to ſome place as diſtant as may be 
from che only place where they; ought 
0 3 leave the _ with 
i 1D 901 19d « hom 
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whom they ſhould ſtay, to perform the 


laſt duties they can beſtow, to the care 


of ſervants, or people torally uncon- 
nected and indifferent to the dead 
perſon, and who act the parts allotted 
to them, well or ill, according as they 


think they ſhall be rewarded for their 


trouble. But theſe are offices which it 


would infinitely better become the 


neareſt relations to perform. Eli- 
zabeth ſaw, with filial piety, the laſt 
offices decently and properly executed; 
and ſhe attended her mother to the 
grave with an affectionate duty worthy 
of imitation. Thus having fulfilled all 
that remained for her to do here, ſhe 
haſtened her departure to Bruſſels. 


She had, as much as. poſſible, 
avoided the fight of Madame de 
| Tourval, 
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Tourval, which was become truly 
hateful to her; and ſhe learnt from the 
domeſtic who was preſent at the- laſt 
moments of. her mother, how cruelly 
ſhe had been perſecuted. by this fe- 
male monſter. And that Lady Spencer 
had not been ſuffered to appear out of 
her room for ſome time before illneſs 
had confined her to it; and it appeared 
that Madame de Tourval had diſ-— 
covered the intercourſe of the billet. 
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EFORE Elizabeth left the houſe 
of Lord Veremont, he preſented her 
with a - ſmall caſket, belonging to 
Lady Spencer; —it contained ſome 
rings and other trinkets, with a very 

beautiful miniature picture of her 
Ladyſhip, painted in Italy, and ſet 
with diamonds; — there was likewiſe a 
kind of W containing ſome re- 
18811 markable 
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markable incidents of her life, and 
the laſt written pages mentioned a Mrs. 
Bferstön's being bröüghr 70 "the 
chateau by Madame de Tourval, - the 
uncommon intereſt Lady Spencer 
took in the fate of this young perſon, 
from the firſt moment ſhe beheld her, 
and the contrivance ſhe made uſe of 
to inform her of her danger, which 
was diſcovered by Madame de Tour- 
val's obſerving her coming out of the 
chamber adjoining to Elizabeth's, 
and afterwards finding the returned 
note, and locking up the room to 
prevent any farther intercourſe be- 
tween them, —and laſtly, of Lady 
Spencer finding her health decline ſo 
faſt, that ſhe totally gave up all 
thoughts of being able to give the 
young m any ſuccour or advice. 
Elizabeth 
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Elizabeth valued this little Journal- 
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| more than all which the caſket. con- 0 
tained beſides, as it gave her ſuch a f 
convincing. proof of her mother's ſin- 


cere repentance. The reſt of the | 
Journal contained the hiſtory of ſome 
parts of her life, particularly that 
time when ſhe began to repent of the 
diſſipated part of it with Lord Vere- 
mont. She mentions, with contrition, 
her great extravagance, and that ſhe 
vas obliged to part with her jewels 
and other valuables; - for though ſhe 
was never in abſolute want, yet when 
Lord Veremont grew tired of her, 
every luxury which was once at her 
command, was laviſhed upon other 
favorites for whom ſhe had the mor- 
tification to find herſelf quite neg- 
lected, - and the man for whom ſhe 
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had ſacrificed her family, fame, and 
comfort, could now ſcarce endure her 
in his ſight.— But as this is the general 
concluſion of all illicit connexions, 
the reader would find nothing new or 
entertaining in the remaining part of 
Lady Spencer's life; we ſhall, there- 

fore, return to Elizabeth, of whom 

Lord Veremont aſked what kind of 

man Mr. Brereton was, and why ſhe 
perſiſted in paſſing for à married 

woman and taking that name Eli- 

zabeth candidly informed him of her 
marriage, and the ſtrange circum- 

ſtances attending it. When ſhe bad 
finiſhed ſpeaking, Lord Veremont 

ſaid, with a ſmile, but you have not 

« deſcribed the perſon of this un- 5 
© known.” She told him he was | 
9 5 rather handſorne, uncommonly 

pleaſing, 


- 


Perhaps have been prolonged ;—but 
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pleaſing, and perfectly accompliſhed. 
Lord Veremont replied, * his being 
ein the navy puzzles me, otherwiſe 


6 I think 1 ſhould know who it is. 


“ But indeed an adventurer may be 
e any thing, and I believe I may ven- 
ture to pronounce that you have no 
5. proper title to the name of Brereton, 
„ and af I might adviſe you, it would 
be to aſſume that of Spencer on 


e your return to England.“ Elizabeth 
entirely approved of this advice; the 
name of Brereton had never been pro- 


pitious to her, on the contrary, it had 


been the cauſe of much misfortune. 
Had ſhe been known by the name of 
Spencer, her poor mother would im- 
mediately have known and acknow- 


ledged her, and that lady's life might 


* 


then 


W no on CT © 
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8 on the other hand, Lord * 
mont too might have gueſſed ho ſhe 
was, and ſhe would probably in chat 
caſe never have ſeen her mother; and 
dreadful as ſhe. once thought her ſitu- 
ation in this houſe, the ſatisfaction of 
having adminiſtered comfort to her 
mother, in her dying moments, amply 
recompenced her for any ſufferings 
ſhe had experienced. She therefore 
concluded with the wiſeſt of all ob- 
ſervations, That all our own con- 
trivance and foreſight is inſufficient, 
when every moment is guided by 
that power whoſe wiſdom is infinite, 
and whoſe ſuperior ante ex- 

2 n man's enn 
3 Sint en e 
Lord Veremont, (who had ordered a 
carriage 
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carriage and proper attendants to 


eſcort her to Bruſſels), thought it un- 


neceſſary even to enquire for Madame 


de Tourval, —ſhe therefore ſtepped 
into the carriage without feeling any 


of thoſe regrets which uſually at- 
tended her parting ſcenes. She was 
alone, but ſhe had none of thoſe idle 
fears which ſome females think proper 
to diſplay, when no dangers exiſt but 
thoſe of their own imagination; and 


| becauſe they think it makes them ap- 


pear conſequential, or excites ten- 


derneſs or ſome fuch fooliſh idea, to 
all which our heroine was ſuperior. 


The ſpring was now far advanced, 


the trees began to wear a beautiful 


appeamfce, and Elizabetlvenjoyed the 
ſeveral views which |; preſented | the m- 
_ ſelves, 


— 
7 


ſelves, and contributed to make her 


journey pleaſant, notwithſtanding ſhe 


had no companion to ſhare it with her. 


Sometimes, indeed, when ſhe: looked 
back on paſt occurrences ſhe felt her 
ſpirits depreſſed, in reflecting how 
unfortunate--ſhe had been in every 


event in which ſhe had engaged, even 


where the moſt inviting and promiſing 
appearance had allured her with its 
gayeſt colouring; but ſhe had gained 
experience and ſhe had learned 
content. 


When ſhe arrived at Bruſſels ſhe 
went immediately to the lodgings in 
which Mrs. Raymond had reſided, 
and where ſhe had commenced her 
acquaintance with the famous Madame 
de Tourval. Her firſt care was to 
429915 write 
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write to Mr, Selwyn, for the letter ſhe 
had written to him from the chateau 


Wuen that gentleman had left El- 


zabeth at Bruflels, he thought he had 
left her in the beſt of all protection, 
that of a ſenfible,—worthy,—and-in« 
genious woman, whoſe age ſeemed to 


fecure diſcretion, and-whoſe ſuperior 


knowledge promiſed inſtruction; 
ſuch was the appearance of the ſpe- 
cious Madame de Tourval, who had 
engaged to eſcort Elizabeth back to 
England, whenever ſhe-- ſhould: be 


diſpoſed to return. The circum- 
ſtances beforementioned had, | hows 


ever, ſo completely fruſtrated this 
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to explain in ſome degree, and inform 
Mur. Selwyn, they had both been wort 
derfully deceived in Madame de 
Tourval; who had behaved in fuch a 
manner as to make her either ſtaying 
alone or travelling alone, more ſafe 
and creditable, than being under the 
protection, or in the company of this 


Elizabeth could not farther explain 
in a letter the motives for her conduct, 
or the ſcenes in which ſhe had ſo 

lately been engaged. She faid ſhe 
ſhould wait at Bruſſels for his anfwer 
to her letter, reſpecting her conung 
_ home, which ſhe was not at all afraid 
” of undertaking” alone. She had put 
nn into the deepeſt — lor 
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and lived in the moſt retired: manner. 
Tbe lodgings of Mrs. Raymond, 


which ſhe now occupied. brought to 
her remembrance every idea of that 


kind, friend, whoſe many virtues ſhe 
revered with the moſt grateful eſteem, 
and freſh admiration for the contraſt 


ſhe had ſo lately experienced. Every 


hour brought ſome freſh memorial of 


poaſt ſcenes to her recollection, and 
the hours ſhe had paſſed with Lord 


Landover, were included; amongſt he 


moſt pleaſing ones; —the objects he 


had nqticed, —the chairs he had ſat 


on, all recalled to her mind ſenſations 
Painfully pleaſing. Sometimes ſhe 
fancied; he was. dead, and though an 


everlaſting. bar prevented their union, 


yet ſhe could not but lament the loſs 


of chat fond friendſhip Which had i 


Or. 10} — 1 grown I 
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grown from her earlieſt days, and had 
been renewed in thoſe of ffeadier 


jadgment. She enquired of the wo- 


man belonging to the houſe, if ſhe had 
ever heard the conſequences of a duel 
that was fought between two Engliſh. 
noblemen, at ſuch a time, which ſhe 
ſpecifiedꝰ The woman told her ſhe 
remembered the circumſtance and the 
time perfectly well, but ſhe never heard 


any certain account; - ſome people 


faid one of the gentlemen” was killed 


and the other had made his eſcape 


and at another time, that neither ef 
them were killed, only wolmded, 
but that the police had made enquities 
after Count Velaſco and Madame de 
Tourval ſoon after the latter had left 
her houſe. This account did not 
lebe to Sire Elizabeth any clear in- 
2. 918 R E 2 formation 
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. "ins, nk e affair: . 8 | 
_ >the worſt, and ſhe knew. Lord Vere- , 
mont and Madame de Tourval to be 
capable of any dark tranſaction,— ſhe 
could, therefore, derive no great con- 
5 Matzen from her ROS: | 


Elizabeth had been of age ſome 
- 1 paſt, and ſhe had formed a 
plan for her future life, which occu- 
pied her thoughts during the time the 
waited for Mr. Selwyn's letter. The 
houſe Mrs. Raymond had ſo kindly 
bequeathed her ſhe meant to retire to, 
and, to. fix her eſtabliſhment immedi- 
ately on her return to England. T he 
houſe. was fiuared i in a pleaſant part of 
Hen fore hire, and ſhe felt comfortable 
Ak. the idea of poſſeſſing f. bome of her 
Daun, before ſhe viſited any of her 

friends. 
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friends. —Indeed theſe were chiefly 
confined to her uncle's family i in Lan- 
caſhire; for ſhe did not much like the 
thoughts of ſeeing any of the Wood- 
ville's, whom ſhe knew would triumph 
in the folly of her elopement and the 


ill conſequences which had attended itz 


She was one day ruminating upon 
theſe matters, and wondering ſhe had 
received no anſwer to her letter to 
Mr. Selwyn, when the door opened 


and that kind friend preſented him- 
ſelf to her view. — She abſolutely 
ſcreamed with delight” at "fo uhex- 
pected yet welcome a viſitor; and he 
was no leſs pleaſed at finding her 
well and in lafety ; for her Tetter had 
alarmed him, and he loft not time in 
letting 0) out to her  alliſtance, conſidering 
$375 +13 Not5d "that 
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: that a fine you 5 ng woman, 3 


eſcaped from the power of an artful 
wicked woman, was ſtill in great dan- 
ger, and as he knew not all the cir- 
- cumſtances, he thought her fituation 
ſuch as ae his immediate 
0 . WORKS D 


Elizabeth an O every 
expreſſion of gratitude, how much ſhe 
Was obliged to him for his concern for 
her; and when ſhe related to him che 
iniquity of Madame de Tourval, 

the Lingefous' prog * which 


gether with the diſcovery and death 


of her unhappy mother, —his aſtoniſfi- 
"ment cotild only be equalled by his 
Jolt admiration of her fortitude and 


good 


PEO 
in a foreign country, having but juſt 
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Sud ſenſe, which had appeared in ſo 


conſpicuous a, light during, trials under 
which | many women Age. have 


- £ - 
4 * - b - — 79 09 „ + 
Pg k . * 4 4 * Y 1 1 1 1 5 4 


Elizabeth propoſed to him her plan 
of living, which he entirely approved, 
and likewiſe adviſed her to reaſſume 


the name of 1 


"is a few days, every thing ning: 


properly. arranged, Mr. Selwyn and 


Elizabeth ſat out for England. They 


made eaſy journeys, ſtaying at every 


place in their road which was worthy 
of notice; and being arrived. at Calais 
they ſet ſail with a fair wind for 
England. The voyage. was ſhort and 
ann pleaſe Elizabeth was 


remarkably 


3 ELIZABETH. | 


3 5 remarkably fond of the water, and Was 


not the leaſt fick, k 


When they arrived in London 
Elizabeth lodged at a hotel for a few 
2 after which ſhe went to her 
- houſe in Hertfordſhire, where ſhe 
ſettled herſelf very much to her com- 
tort and ſatisfaktion. 8 
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Furizarera formed very few 
acquaintance, —one or two of her 
neighbours ſhe found agreeable and 
they made the chief of her ſociety, — 
The generality were not ſuch as ſhe 
could aſſociate with,. - they were peo- 
ple who had gained immenſe fortunes 
by trade, and lived in a ſtile of ex- 
pos and extravagance by. no. means 
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ſaited to FRO taſte, even had her for- 
tune been equal to their's; nor were 
their manners more calculated to ex- 
cite either her admiration or her imi- 
tation, for nothing could be more 
vulgar than their diſplay of furniture, 
— apparel, — produce of their hot- 
houſes, &c. &c. without any other 
knowledge than to admire and devour, 
and expect all their viſitors to be as 
ignorant as themſelves. Elizabeth 
gave them no offence, and ſhe rather 
choſe the imputation of being thought 
ſingular, than the popular wiſh, of uni- 
verſal applauſe; and it only excited a 
ſmile of pleaſure when ſhe was told 
that Miſs Carolina Sophia Matilda 
Warkins (the great timber-merchant's 
weghter) ; had declared, in a large 
companys That Miſs Spencer was 
<5 one 


CR 


1 
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cc one of the mot oddeft, dulleft, moft 
*©'unaccountableft women, the had ever 
Aden, and never "JO 10 Bal 
66 Ong” NAI 1 01 

Ian this ſtate of Aupidity was our 
needing: found one evening by Mr. 


Selwyn, who delivered into her hands 
a large parcel, and then informed her 


he had received an account of the 
death of Mr. Burnaby the night be- 
fore, with an order from that gentle- 

man's lawyer to deliver that parcel into 
| nn of r red Wr rk 


8 


Elizabeth knew that u paper con- 
tained the hiſtory of his life, as well as 
the myſtery of her marriage, yet 
ſuch was her Uread of diſcovering 
ſome hortid ſeeret, that for once her 
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bo ELIZABETH: 


fears and trepidations overcame her 


curioſity, and ſhe walked up and down 


the room in extreme agitation; at the 
fame time letting fall ſeveral tears to 


the memory of a man in whoſe com- 
pany ſhe had paſſed her earlieſt days, 


—the friend of her father, and a perſon 
who in one inſtance of her life had i in 


rereſted himſelf on her account in a 


27 very extraordinary manner. She ne- 
ver liked his ſtern manners, nor ever 


wiſhed to live with him, bur now 


every fault was forgotten and loſt in a 


tender remembrance of his virtues. 


Mr. Selwyn urged her to open the 
parcel, as he thought it might con- 
tain ſomething which might require 
either his advice or conſolation ;—but 
when ſhe opened the ſeals, and he ſaw 

the 


* 
3 * 
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the number 0 ſheets it FTE, Soc he 


adviſed her to defer the reading of i it 


IDES & og 


to a time when ſhe had collected more 
compoſure, and he would come again 
if 2 any thing relating to herſelf ſhould 
particularly require his preſence. _ Eli- 
zabeth likewiſe obſerving how vo- 


luminous. it was, did not begin, the 


peruſal while Mr. Selwyn ſtaid; when 
ſhe did, ſhe found the following nar- 
rative, which we here preſent to our 
readers, 


bbs 


ELIZABETH. 


. The Hiſtory of Mr. BUR NAB FTF. 


5 "EY 
7 Y + n * ” 4 2A : 2 ; : 
1 5 # » . 5 LEI If? 

5 : 1 N 5 uy © ; 


IR. George Burnaby: was the only 
child of a gentleman in the kingdom 
of Ireland, who dying when Mr. Bur- 
naby was an infant, his mother being 
a native of England, and partial to her 
own country, brought che child over, 
and ſettled in a W n in der 
vicinity of London. VET 
3801010031: i It 


ELIZ ABE TE. 63 


It is a well received and generally a 
very juſt opinion, that the compoſition. 
of Food and evil is ſo exactly mixed in 
the human mind, that every one of 
us, at his firſt formation, received ſuch 
an equal proportion of both, ſo 
blended together, that it would be 
impoſſible to know which ſhould pre - 
dominate; — and where either has 
prevailed in any very extraordinary 
degree, it may be chiefly attributed to 
the mode of education beſtowed upon 
the object, and the examples Which 
have been ſet before them. There 
are likewiſe (if the expreſſion may be 
allowed) a third ſort of beings; who 
are compoſed of ſuch weak materials 
that neither vice or virtue can in any 
great degree predominate en of 
this order may be ranked under the 
11 | | denomination - 


15 


M kxrzA Arx. 


denomination of cowards,—efferninate 
—=falfe—mean—or enthufiafts, When 
this compound is collected in the 
form of woman, ſhe is weak, — poſi- 
tive, vain, — and conceited; — ſhe 
fancies vice is no part of our materials, 
ga nad is only to be acquired; that no- 

ming of our nature is to be conquered 
Nor endeavoured to be mended; - and 
_ - - as {he conſiders herſelf the model of 
perfection, ſo ſhe deſpiſes all Kind of 

advice, and acts only from ths elan 
dl of her Umar gar OT: 


_4 % * 2 4 


* 


-Of this ceo was Mrs. RI 
| and the foregoing digreſſton has been 
i introduced by way of preface or apo- N 
| logy for the many unaccountable and 1 

inconſiſtent actions Which will appear 0 
in the life of Mr. Burnaby, of whottt' 


EEIZABETH. 65 


his mother was ſo extravagantly fond, 
that: her miſtaken judgement was di- 
played in the effects of her indulgence 
from his earlieſt infancy; Before he 
could. ſpeak, he was very ſenſible that 
exerting his voice and ſetting up a 


hideous yelling, would obtain every 


wiſh of his heart and defire of his eyes. 
For this reaſon traps were placed in 
the garden to catch ſparrows and ro- 
bins, that he might have the pleaſure 
of ſqueezing them to death. Even 
young kittens had their claws and 
teeth taken out, that he might tor- 

ment them without fear of their re · 


turning reſemment. When he could 


ſpeak and walk, inferior childrer 


were 


brought to play with him, with ſtrict 
injunctions never to contradict or take 
any thing from bim, N it were 

Vol. III. F pinches 
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- pinches and ſlaps, which were never to 
| be returned;—and when he advanced 
ſtill farther in age, ſervants. were con- 
tinually diſcharged for daring to can 
; 85 or e _ of his. Tg 
| 1 * the folly of he os ont 
4 mdf of the child increaſed 
with his years, and on the firſt day he 
was put in breeches, his fancy was to 
ride upon a ſirloin of beef which was 
roaſting at the fire. The beef was im- 
mediately drawn to a proper diſtance 
from the fire, and he was placed aſtride 
upon it; but finding the heat rather 
unpleaſant, he inſtantly ordered him- 
felt to be taken off, and the only con- 
ſequence was that of ſpoiling his 
breeches. He was indulged in eating 
every thing moſt pleaſing to his palate, 
9 the 
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che conſequence” of which was, his 
being frequemly fick; and not liking 
any medicine to approach his mouth, 
his ſufferings were conſequently of 
longer duration, and he was indebted 
to a BRI nenen his cure. 
. He ddd 5 a alle for . 
La retentive memory, — and not al- 
together void of judgement.— French 
and dancing he learned when he found 
himſelf diſpoſed to attend to the leſ- 
{ons of his reſpective maſters, and 
thoſe. Mrs. Burnaby thought were eſ- 
fential branches in education; but a 
further knowledge in books, beſides 
thoſe he had read, ſhe deemed quite 
unneceſſary: - and the idea of a ſchool, 
where he would be ſubjected to a 
thouſand dangers, and initiated into 
10 - evety 
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every vice, always conveyed: . | 
terror to her imagination, that ſhe 


never even 1, it ber er in * | 
thoughts. 0 ; 


Such a ſyſtem of education would 


have ſpoiled the beſt diſpoſition that 


ever inhabited a human body; it can- 


that at the age of ten years he became 


aà burden to himſelf. terror to the 
ſervants, and obnoxious to _ 
23 mne the houſe. 


ee Burnaby was a not « leſs phinble 
hegt herſelf; friends ſhe had but 
very few, —her acquaintance made a 


Jeſt of her, — and ber tradeſmen of- 
fended her. Her butcher was never 


to 


ELIZABETH) 


to kill a calf, at a very unſeaſonable 
hour, the heart of which Maſter Bur- 
naby wanted to have — . 
roaſted for his ſupper. endo 


Thus were two beings rendered mi- 
ſerable, both of which might have 
mutual comforts to each other. The 
fered leaſt her ſon ſhould be expoſed 
to the dangers incident to human na- 
ture, was an inereaſing torment to 
her; and her perpetual anxiety 
brought on a complaint which ſeemed 
to threaten a ſpeedy-diffolution.—In- 
deed, the concern ſhe felt at the 
thoughts of leaving her ſon expoſed to 
the manifold dangers of the world, 
2 her malady, and ſhe might 
c F 3 8 truly 
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* 


truly be ſaid to fall a martyr to her 
fondneſs for her offspring. She ap- 


pointed guard ians ſuch as ſhe thought 


would execute the truſt repoſed in 
them; and when Mr. Burnaby was 


_ ite more than twelve years of age, 


be became, by his mother's. death, 
dae to the will and directions of 
two gentlemen who had been the 
"OO of a. 2 68 466i] 
ala 7 Agthe 's as came im- 
ee to him, and might be reck- | 
oned at twenty thouſand pounds, they 


were determined to give him as good 


an education as could be beſtowed, al- 
lowing for che way in which he had 
been indulged. He was accordingly 
ſent to Eton School, and from his 
me and n comprehenſion, would 

have 


have done credit to that ſeminary of 
learning, like many others that had 
gone before him; but it was now too 
late, the miſchief was deeply rooted, 
and to alter his diſpoſition muſt have 
been to have given him a new con- 
ſtitution. When he ſaw a boy eating, 
or in any other way poſſeſſing what he 
wanted, he made no ſcruple. of inſtantly 
ſnatching it from him; and when in 
conſequence he received a hearty box 
on the ear, or a ſevere kick, he would 
return it with ſuch violence and fury, 
as frequently procured himſelf a very 
ſevere drubbing. Vet, notwithſtand- 
ing this, his temper was ſo reſolute 
ſo obſtinate — and ſelf-willed; | that he 
was ſubject to yery ſevere puniſh- 
ments, all of which were felt more 
ITY for the great:indulgence. he had 
formerly 
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formerly, experienced, Still: he ſan- 
cied the world was made to pleaſe 
him, and he looked forward to che 
time when he ſhould become his own. 
maſter, as a period when he would, 
without controul, gratify — 
A1 heart. F f s oof >! 


J be mean time enen IN a bp 
8 in learning, beyond the ex- 
pectations of any of thoſe who had the 
care of him; and who very frequently 
wiſhed the time arrived of his being 
of age, and releaſing them from ſo 
E. e * four 9713 


Tbe wo" add he tack ** re- 
ee blows he received, 
was that of lampooning, which he did 
with n wit and ſevere ſatite, 

that 
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that even tlie maſters themſelves with- 
held ſome ſtrokes of the rod, leaſt 
thoſe of his pen ſhould wound them 
with more ſeverity. Thus had he 
gone through five years of flogging, — 
kicking, - cuffing, and writing at 
ſchool, at the expiration of which time 
he was entered at — College, 
Oxford, a change of ſcene highly agree- 
als wm IT to his NG: ae 5 

n mm Rudied FE | 
but likewiſe their fiſters, the graces 
his hair was dreſſed twice every day, 
in the moſt faſhionable: and niceſt 
order, — his waiſtcoats were of the 
neweſt cut and qualny,—the- faſhion 
week, —and his eſſences, powders, 
_ OI: came to an enormous 
ſum. 
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be extravagancies, bearing 


the ſame proportion to the above, 
ſoon made his guardians recall him 
from that feat of learning; and they 


propoſed travelling, as a means of 
drawing him from the follies of his 


own country. Fond of change, he 
readily obeyed their mandate, and the 


ſame purſuits, and the ſame propen- 


ſities engaged him on the continent; 


always gratifying every deſire of bis 
fancy and wiſh of his: er nnen 
Wen 2 F ce r tante 
He! wha there for ſome time 
after he came of age, —and when he 
returned to England, brought with 
him all the appendages of faſhion, _ 
Sa aeg eh 6-33-15 
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At his return, mufic became his 
favorite amuſement, and as he was al- 
lowed: to poſſeſs ſome taſte, his com- 
pany was deſired and well abe in 
the fut circles. png oi hojoquae: 

aid igt ld | 4283604; 
It ee one . dun — went 
toad famous maſter of muſic, Who was 
teaching a beautiful girl; — ſnhe ap- 
peared to be about ſixteen years of 
age, and diſplayed an uncommon 
power of voice and execution. — She 
was deſigned to appear as a ſinger on 
the ſtage, the next ſeaſon, and Mr. 
Burnaby conceived a violent deſire to 
introduce this vocal genius to a more 
ſelect audience, as his own private 
property. He therefore thought the 
offer of a handſome ſettlement would 
read y be accepted, and he- pleaſed 
| himſelf 
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himſelf with the idea of poſſeſſing ſo 
entertaining a miſtreſs. But the poor 


girl no ſooner underſtood his intention 


than ſhe abſolutely reſuſed his offer, 
and ſet a higher value on her virtue 


than he expected; — in ſhort, nothing 


leſs than marriage were che terms updri 


which ſhe could be obtained. Mr. 
Burnaby had no great inclination for 
ſwo binding a fetter, but have her he 


muſt; and that childiſh: gratification 
which he had always been uſed; to 
ee could not an 
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and being delighted With the idea of 


her daughter's marrying a gentleman, 
her conſent was caſily obtained; and 
n _—_ ſoon in poſſeſſion: of his 
bride, 
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bride, of wWbom, for the _ Seer 
he was Eu 715183 


0 1385 14 ien; 1118 


Her 200 powers were nel neg · 
tefted, and in all companies ſhe ſhone 
unrivalled as the beſt private finger. 
Fer perſon too was extremely hand- 

ſome, and Mr. Barnaby ſpared no ex- 


pence in à profuſion of ornaments to 


decorate” her charms.— They hired 4 
handſome houſe in Berkeley-Square, 
kept a great deal of company, and his 
fortune diminiſhed very rapidly.— His 
family too promiſed an increaſe at this 
time, —-and Mrs. Burnaby had im- 
_ on Kalte, in 3 erpences, 
ae ee me not be adequate to 
the expence in which they lived, and, 
for the firſt time in his life, he reffected 
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upon himſelf for having committed a 
fooliſh action. But he knew no re- 
medy, and fate perhaps befriended 


him in this extremity, by depriving 


him of his wife in the ſame hour that 
he became the father of a ſon; as im all 
probability had ſhe lived, they muſt 


have been reduced to poverty, or to 


the degrading neeeſſity of her ſinging 
for a livelihood, becauſe ſhe was (if 


poſſible): more thoughtleſs and ex- 
travagant than Mr. Burnaby himſelf. 
He did not grieve violently for her 
loſs, as to ſay truth, the novelty of her 


beauty and her voice being paſt, ſne 


had no other recommendation to ſe- 


cure his affections, and he bad, for 
eee tired of her. ONO IX 
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Hie now, therefore, parted with his 
houſe and furniture, - put his child out 
to nurſe in a village near London, — and 
began to live in a more private man- 
ner. His fortune had received ſuch 
di munition, that he was reduced to a 
mode of living he by no means liked. 
He had likewiſe now another to pro- 
vide for, and ſomething muſt be 
thought of to procure future comforts 
and ſave the Cats wreck. of nn 
fortune. . 


23 The friandanch whom he chiefly 
lived were all men of fortune, moſt of 
them younger than himſelf, and not 
very well calculated to give leſſons of 
ceconomy or to be judges of future ne- 
ceſſity.—of this number Lord Vere- 


mont was one; —he was juſt then en- 


tering 
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tering into life, and ſaid things haſtily 
which time and experience taught 
him to repent of. He one day told 
Mr. Burnaby that if he would take 
orders, he had a good living in his 
gift, which was likely to become va- 
WM cant, and he would preſent him to it. 
MI. Burnaby having exacted this pro- 
maiſe, he immediately went to Oxford 
| . upon the ſtrength of it, went through 
„ the neceſſary degrees, and was ordained 
upon the title of a curacy near Lon- 
don. He now grew impatient to hear 
1F of the death of the incumbent, at 
| ——, and in the mean time lived 
if with his gay companions, in a ftyle of 
Wi life not very honorable to the clerical 
Wit W rl 
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His fon was grown a ſine boy, —he 
had placed him at Weſtminſter School, 
intending him” either for the navy or 
army, as ſoon as he ſhonld be old 
enough to chooſe which profeſſion he 
preferred; Mr. Burnaby (with all his 
faults) had ſpared no pains or expence 
in the education of him, being very 
ſenſible how much he had ſuffered 
himſelf, and how many of his miſ- 
fortunes originated from the very im- 
proper indulgence of his mother. 
Voung Burnaby poſſeſſed a good na- 
tural underſtanding, which had been 
highly cultivated, but he had, in ſe- 
veral little inſtances ſhewn a propen- 
ſity to deceiving, which caſt a cloud 
upon bis character, and when diſco- 
vered, deſtroyed the good opinion 
which his fine open countenance and 

Vol. III. G generous 
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generous manners had inſpired. Mr: 
Burnaby took great pains to root out 
this growing evil, as ſoon as he diſ- 
covered it, well knowing it was the 
moſt likely vice to prevent his ad- 
vancement in whatever line he might 


| engage. It beſpoke a ſomething of 


low cunning, at which the heart of 


Mr. Burnaby recoiled; and was ac- 


companied by a ſpecious manner that 
made it the more dangerous, and he 
greatly feared would be productive of 
ſome fatal miſchiefs. And here too 
Mr. Burnaby took perhaps a" Wrong 
method, and one as likely to produce 
ill effects, as the great indulgence 
practiced by his mother towards him, 
for be adopted the contrary extreme, 
and treated the boy wich ſo much 
tern ſeverity, that he trembled to 
1 — come 
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come near bim, and had. recourſe to 
deceit, to ſhield himſelf from anger. 
He had choſen the army for his pro- 
feſſion, and was now placed at an 
academy near London, to learn the 
E exerciſes and ſcience of that 

uſeful body of men. When he was 
arrived at a. proper age, his father 
bought him a commiſſion in a march- 
ing regiment, which ſoon after being 
ordered upon foreign duty, Mr. Bur- 
naby beſtowed many leſſons of good 
advice upon the young man, and not- 
withſtanding his own conduct was not 
ſtrictly conformable either to his age 
or profeſſion, — yet there are few 
minds, however depraved themſelves, 
but wiſh to ſee virtues..in,,thoſe; moſt 
nearly connected with them; — and 
ow many are the number of. fathers, 
$110" G 2 who 
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who condemn (with unmerciful f. 
gqour) that in their ſons, which they are 
not ee to * ee 
Ti * oe ; 

0 -oVting dy prin bis to 6 
the caſe with his father, would hear 
his precepts, would promiſe to re- 
gulate his future conduct by them. 

and would immediately go and ridi- 
Ceule his father for his duplicity, to his 
companions, amongſt whom was 
Lord Veremont, who had conceived 
ſome very unaccountable diſlike te 
Mr. Burnaby; and being perfectly well 
acquainted with the characters of both 
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l fatheb/and'/ fon,” was always enter- 

tained withthe ſeveral ſtories which he 
heard from both: and being many 
years older than young Burnaby, fo far 
wy giving Kim re advice, was 


Wh always 
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always ſpiriting him ß tor _— 
RE n | nt 16111 (0g 

ar ho dies time ard ale 
young Burnaby went abroad, and ſoon 
after the incumbent of the living of 
, dying, Lord Veremont, much 
againſt: his inclination, preſented it to 
Mr. Burnaby.—But he could not, 
without forfeiting his honor, recal a 
promiſe be had made in very early 
youth, and before he knew the value 
of the gift, which he now. wifhed to 
have beſtowed on a better beloved 
companion. Mr. Burnaby, however, 
claimed the prior promiſe, and was 
accordingly put in poſſeſſion of it; but 
as reſidence was not required, he con- 
tinued to live in the vicitity of Lon- 
dan, and to paſs bis time, as uſual 
276]? G 3 with 
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with convivial companions. It hap- 
pened, one night, at Covent- Garden 
Theatre, he ſtrolled into a box which 
contained two ladies and Lord Vere- 
mont. His Lordſhip introduced his 
friend Mr. Burnaby to them, and 
the ladies to Mr. Burnaby, by the 
names of Mrs. Deercroft and her 
35 daughter.— The latter appeared to be 
an uncommon fine woman, —remark- 
ably lively, — and highly accom- 
pPliſhed. ' From the free manner in 
which Lord Veremont addreſſed them, 
Mr. Burnaby conceived them to be of 
that order of females whoſe characters 
authorized ſuch familiarity, but he 
ſoon diſcovered his miſtake. Mrs. 
Deercroſt 'was the widow of an officer, 
and her daughter was her only child, 
bad had been brought up in a very 
f toniſh 
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toniſh ſtyle, and would have a fortune 
of five thouſand pounds. Mr. Bur- 
naby thought he had never ſeen a 
more beautiful or a more faſcinating 
creature. The impulſe: of his early 
days took poſſeſſion of him, and in 
his own mind he determined that ſhe 
ſhould be his No exertion of gal- 
lantry or politeneſs was ommted, —he 
ſtrove by every poſſible method to 
make himfelf agreeable, and he was 
indecd, truly in love. The girl he 
had married he only fancied himſelf 
in love with, and it was a mere flight 


of the imagination; but here reaſon as 


well as fancy approved, and the latter 
had led Miſs Deercroft to the rectory 
at. ——, where ſhe graced his table. 
adorned his houſe, - and enlivened 


his ſolitude, by thoſe various charms 


and 
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and accompliſhments. n he. ſe 
ſeſſed in high a degree. 


His. very, W manners, 
together with his profeſſion, eaſily 
gained him admittance at Mrs. Deer- 
croft's.— Indeed, whether the old 
lady thought, Mr. Burnaby. a more 

proper match for herſelf. than for her 
daughter, cannot be aſcertained; cer- 
tain it was, however, that he was a 
great favorite with her, and he was 
received by the young lady with po- 
litene ſs and attention. — But, alas! ſne 
was only. nineteen, and Mr. Burnaby 
could at this time double that date in 
his own years. He had frequently the 
mortification to ſee her receive at- 
tentions from Lord Veremont, with 
great eee and appearance of 
ſatisfaction, 
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ſatisfaction. Whether ſhe thought '# 
coronet would be a deſirable ornament, 
or whether the really liked Lord Vere- 
mont, was not certainly known but 
whatever were her views, his Lord- 
ſhip's deſigns were of a far different 
nature, for he wanted her upon eaſier 
terms than marriage, and had declared 
this his intention to Mr. Burnaby, 
who expreſſed his reſentment at ſuch 
an offer being even ſuggeſted, where 
he thought every reſpect and homage 
that could be imagined was due.— 
Indeed he reſented it in very high 
terms, at the ſame time declaring | his 
intention of making her an offer of” ; 
marriage, to which Lord Veremont 
replied, © very well, Butnaby, ſo 3 you 
<< ſhall, and 1 ſhall think you the molt” 
64 mine fellow in the world, to 
take 
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te take her off my hands when I am 
& tired of her,. which I promiſe you 
ill be very ſoon.“ Mr. Burnaby's 
rage at theſe words is not to be 
defcribed; though Lord Veremont 
was his patron, he forgot all obli- 
gation, — he forgot all prudence, for 
he abuſed him in the moſt violent 
terms, aſſuring him that he would in- 
form Miſs -Deercroft- what very ho- 
norable propoſals he meant to make 
her. Lord Veremont bid him at his 
peril attempt ſuch information, for if 
he did, an opportunity of revenge 
ſhould: not be neglected, which might 
cauſe him everlaſting! repentance. 
Mr. Burnaby paid no regard to his 
threats, and they parted upon terms of 
bitter animoſity. Mr. Burnaby loſt 
no time in acquainting both Mrs. 
210 Deercroft 
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Deercroft and her daughter with 
Lord Veremont's truly diſhonorable 
intentions, at which they both ex- 
preſſed great ſurpriſe, and ſome indi- 
cations of diſbelief. However that 
might be, Mr. Burnaby made her an 
immediate offer of marriage, with the 
moſt liberal terms of ſettlement reſ- 
pecting her own fortune; but to his 
great mortification and everlaſting re- 
gret, he was refuſed. Miſs Deercroft 
thought him too old, and perhaps had 
other views. However, the diſap- 
pointment ſat heavy upon Mr. Bur- 
naby, — he loved her ardently and ſin- 
cerely, and ſuch was ſtill the deſire of 
gratification for the object upon which 
his heart was ſet, that he renewed 
his offers, -acted the moſt ridiculous 
part, — and even offered to relinquiſh 
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his profeſſion, if it was that to which 
ſhe had an objection.— In ſhort, no- 
thing could excuſe his conduct, but 
the conſideration, that love can never 
really and violently be felt but once 

in a perſon? s life;—and this period was 
no arrived to poor Mr. Burnaby, 
who felt the refuſal with a diſtradt ion 

and; impatience, peculiar to his diſ- 
| poſition and the ſeverity of his diſap- 
poimment. A ſettled lowneſs of 
ſpirits ſeemed to have laid faſt hold 
of him, — and whenever cliance threw 
him, in the way of Lord Veremont, his 
Lord(hip. ſnewed no little triumph at 
obſerving, his apparent mortification: 
—N ot chat Mr. Burnaby would ever 
believe that his Lordſhip had ſuc- 
ceeded in his views upon Miſs. Deer- 
croſt; - Mr. Burnaby had ſuch an 


aickr opinion 
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opinion of the virtue and honor of that 
young lady, that he deemed i it next to 
err cee | | 


wi the mean time young Burnaby 
returned home with his regiment; 


he was ſtill very young, but much 


improved, — notwithſtanding, after a 

ſhort refidence in England, Mr. Bur- 
naby found himſelf called upon to de- 
fray his debts, and he found his ex- 
pences and his extravagance far be- 
yond what he could allow him, and 


frequently remonſtrated with him on. 


this account; but to very little purpoſe. 
Lord Veremont, who though many 


years older than young Burnaby, aſſo- 


ciated with him continually, and led 
him into all kinds of vice and extra- 
bow ao on purpoſe to vex his father. 
Things 
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Things were in this ſtate when the 
elder Mr. Burnaby (who chiefly re- 
ſided at a curacy which he had near 
London) received a very penitential 
letter from Lord Veremont, expreſſing 


bis fincere regret for what had paſſed; 


—aſked his pardon. in the moſt ſub- 
miſſive terms, - and begged leave to 


wait upon him the next morning, 


upon an affair of buſineſs, which im- 
mediately related to his ſon's hap- 


pineſs, and would, in the higheſt 


degree ſecure his own. — Mr. Burnaby 
knew not well what to make of this 
terms, that he could not doubt of its 
veracity; and as he concluded that his 


ſon was involved in ſome difficulty 


from which Lord Veremont meant to 
extricate bim, —he therefore,” after 
* nls Ido I much 
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much debate with himſelf, came" to 
the reſolution of returning a civil an- 
fwer, ſaying that every thing ſhould 


be forgotten, and he ſhould be happy 


to:exchange forgiveneſs and to n his 
N | | 


be next morning Lord Veremont 
40 young Burnaby arrived, and after 
mutual expreſſions of amity and for- 
giveneſs, Lord Veremont opened the 
buſineſs of their viſit, by firſt ſtating 
ſome” particular debts young Burnaby 
unavoidably had contracted, and how 


impoſſible it was for him to live upon 


ſo ſmall an income; that a moſt for- 
tunate opportunity now offered to ex- 
tricate him from his preſent difficulties, 
as well as inſure his future happineſs 
and fortune : but this could not be 
L | obtained 
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obtained without the affiſtance of Nr. 
Burnaby, whom be proceeded to in- 


1 form; chat a young lady of large for- 


tune bad fallen in love with young 
Burnaby. That ſhe was under age 
and knew it would be in vain to en- 


5 deavour to obtain the conſent of her 

0 guardians, and: that ſhe had an invin- 
ble 'objetion to going to Scotland, 
ſo chat no ſafe plan could be ſuggeſted, 

| but a marriage performed according to 


the old: eſtabliſhed rules, before the 


| marriage act took place, by which 


means her borrowed name only would 
be known to Mr.. Burnaby.— He, 
"therefore; could not know who he had 
united to his ſon; Land to elude all 
* inveſtigation, the young people 1 
ſet but for the Continent; as ſoon a 
che eeremon) was — "* Thes” 
—_ ſaid 
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ſaid Lord Veremont, you vill be the 
means of putting your ſon into poſ- 
6“ ſeſſion of a handſome fortune, to- 
“ gether. with the woman that he 
“loves; and the performance of the 
marriage ceremony will remain a 
© ſecret, confined to the knowledge of 
5% our own breaſts. But, added he, 
4 to complete your felicity, the hand 


of Miſs. Deercroft will be your re- 


ward far this. compliance.” — Theſe 
laſt words acted like a taliſman upon 
the mind of Mr. Burnaby. rt What- 
ever ohjections had aroſe in his mind, 
_—— whatever abſurdity had appeared in 
the propoſal, how great ſoever the 
danger of acting contrary to the laws 
of his country, however he expoſed 
his life to the power of Lord Vere- 
mont and to the mercy of his ſon, all 
Vol. III. theſe 
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theſe conſiderations i in a moment va- 


niſhed, at the bare idea of Miſs Deer · 
croft s favoring his wiſhes. Such was 


the power of love, that had the bu- 


ſineſs been more dangerous, if poſſible, 
than it really was, he would have con- 
ſented; and to gain the woman he 
loved, he would have made any ſa- 
cCrifice, for he could not conceal his 
tranſports. Though a ſenſible man 
in other reſpects, reaſon. at once 
Vvielded to his unbounded paſſion, and 
when for a moment the idea of the 
young lady's guardians inſiſting upon 
knowing the name of the clergyman 
who had given young Burnaby a legal 
claim to her fortune, preſented itſelf 
with all. its frigbtful conſequences, it 
Was as inſtantly rejected, and ſupplied 
LE the p 1 idea of bis beloved 
3 1 ell 
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Miſs Deercroft; with whom, if the 
laws of his country were to be en- 
forced with the ſevereſt rigour, it 
would be heaven to live, in any 
other kingdom, where no ſuch laws 
exiſted. With reaſoning like this he 
did away all ſcruples, and was Toft in 
the delirium of love. Thus regardleſs 
of every ſerious conſideration, and ſuſ- 
pecting neither fraud nor deſign in the 
contrivance, — forgetting the vices 
which fo. ſtrongly marked Lord 
Vveremont's character, the recent 
quarrel that had paſſed between them, 
'—his vows” of revenge, and laſtly, 
the duplicity which had always formed 
* conſpicuous part in the character of 
bis o ſon, — forgetting alt thele i im- 
portant conſiderations, he, in one fatal 
moment, gave his conſent to an act 
e140 H 2 which 
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| and 8 his peace, . 


Lord 23 58 lic ve "I 
8 having! compleated their deſign, 
exultingly returned to London, pro- 
miſing to bring the young lady down 
the next morning. The morning 


came, and firſt appeared Lord Vere- 
mont, in his phaeton, who told Mr. 
Burnaby that the bride and bride- 


groom would be there in half an 
hour; — and he added, that the lady had 
conceived an odd fancy that no one 
ſhould, behold her. face till after the 
ceremony had paſſed, and therefore 
Mr. Burnaby muſt not be ſurpriſed to 
ſee her appear with a thick, veil over 
her face, and that! ſbe Would _ 
drefleg, in. da Spaniſn habit. Mr. 


yin bios 2 H ' Burnaby, 


+ i 
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Burnaby, who cared not what ſhe ap- 
peared in, was only 'earneft in the 
ſubject neareſt his heart, that of know- 
ing when he ſhould be again admitted 
to the! preſence of Miſs-Deetctoft?— 
Lord Veremont aſſured him, it ſhould 
added, I will, myſelf, preſent you 
c with her hand.“ Mr. Burnaby 
ſeemed elated with joy, — and ſenſe, 
jadgement,—with every ſober tecol- 
lect ion, were 125 in e idea of his 
Ms hs of bog—-$100; 


2890 "eo anne 
* 114 L331 2 FT : ; 


PT 


or The bride 1 bastg sen tee 
the former habited as Lord Veremont 
had deſcribed; and every thing being 
in readineſs, they proceeded: te the 
church, where Lord Vetemont gave 
Na ce bride, and they were ac- 

8 H 3 cordingly 
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cordingly married. Mr. Burnaby 
having thus ſacredly pronounced them 
huſband and wife, and finiſhed the 
bleſſing, Lord Veremont led the bride 
to Mr. Burnaby, and deſired her to 
lift up her veil, which ſhe immedi- 
ately did, and diſcovered to the aſto- 
niſhed ſight of that poor infatuated 
man, the identical Miſs Deercroft, 
Lord Veremont ſaying, at the ſame 
time, „thus Sir, I fulfil my promiſe, 
inn preſenting you the hand of Miſs 
„ Deerceroft! — Behold and receive 
© her as your daughter, — a character 
© ſhe will much better become than 
that of your wife; and to prove 
that every precaution has been 
« taken to render the marriage ſe- 
cure, 1 that * real name is 
edo aol WW Deer van, 
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© Deervan, n Deercroft 1 is the bots" 


66 rowed one.“ 


; 


The is of Mr. Burnaby, for a 
few ſeconds, was not to be deſcribed, 
but it preſently ſunk into a-frightful 
ſilence, with looks expreſſive of the 


diſtraction which filled his bolom.— 


He darted a furious look at his ſon, 
ſaying, in words ſcarcely articulate, 
% Never again behold my face!“ and 
ruſhed out of the church. The reſt of 
the company remained no longer than 


to make a preſent to the clerk, and to 


order their reſpective carriages. The 
married couple ſat out immediately for 


the Continent, without any fear of be- 


ing purſued by guardians, the lady 
having f her fortune in her own power. e. 


— She really was in poſſeſſion of ſome 
| OE ſew 
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few thouſands, which was the only in- 
ducement ſor young Burnaby to marry 
her; but her refuſal” of the father, 
together with her haſty marriage, very 
well accounts for the nature of her ac- 
ko Je * _—_ — 


poor Mi Wendy was b per- | 


1 fectly convinced and cured of his 
love, — but the idea of his folly, joined 


to that ef having violated the laws of 
his country, and expoſed: his life to the 
merey of Lord Veremont and young 
Butriaby, both having proved them- 
elves capable of any (crime, dwelt ſo 
Ff6reibly upon his mind, chat he never, 
-after this, enjoyed any ſort of ſociety; 


his ſpirits were ſunk, and his temper 
renderech ſtern and peeviſh, ſuch as 
Has been before deſi cribed.— He retited 


87 13 vob #34 38J to 
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to reſide upon his living at 8 —, 
where his penfive manners and fins 
gularity of living engaged the notice 
and friendſhip of Sir William Spencer, 


the regard for whom involved him in 


the fate of Elizabeth, and happily for 
her, prevented the completion of her 
marriage with his ſon;— for Mr. Fre- 
deri Brereton, and Mr. Frederic 
Burnaby were one and the ſame 
perſon.— How he came to change his 
profeſſion with his name, was never 
accounted: for, — but his extravagance 
had induced him again to try to pro- 
cure a few thouſands with a wife, al- 
though his firſt was living at the ſame 
time; — and Elizabeth Spencer Was 
the deſtined victim of his duplicity.— 


He had penetration enough to ſee 


1 ſhe was in love with, Lord 


Landover, 
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Landover, and by his art, ſoon pre- 


vailed upon her to miſtake revenge 


for indifference, and love for diſ- 
appointment. 


When ſhe wrote to Mr. Burnaby. 


for his approbation of her marriage 


with Mr. Brereton, ſhe ſo exactly deſ- 
cribed him, that Mr. Burnaby could 


| no longer doubt of his being his ſon; 
and upon enquiry he found he was in 


England, and acting the part which 


has before been repreſented. The 


letter which Elizabeth wrote was miſ- 
ſent, and it was ſix days before it 
reached Mr. Burnaby ;—he_then loſt 
no time, but inſtantly ſet. out, and 
never ſtopped (but to change horſes) 
till be arrived in London, when he 
went immediately to Mrs. Green's, at 
A wuhoſe 
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whoſe houſe Elizabeth had deſired 


him to direct to her. From Mrs. 
Green he heard that the marriage had 
taken place that morning, and they 
were gone to Richmond, where he 
purſued and ſeparated them in the 


myſterious manner before related. He 
then returned to his houſe, where this 
freſh proof of his ſon's diſhoneſty, and 


the little comfort he could derive 


from his own reflections, preyed upon 
his mind, and brought on a paralytic 


diſorder, by which means his ſenſes 
became ſo impaired as in ſome degree 
to loſe the keen ſtings of reflection. 


Previous to this ſtate he had made a 


will, in which he had left his ſon a 
thouſand pounds and his forgiveneſs, 


but expreſſing a wiſh never more to 


behold 
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behold him. —He left Elizabeth five 
hundred pounds, and difnbuted ſome 


„ ages ane * n Sos — 


other legacies. CD 


Thus after a life of little comfort 
to himſelf,” and tl jeſs ro others, 


died Mr. Burnaby, in the fifty-ninth 


year of his age; —a man endowed with 


an uncmmon ſtrength of under- 


ſtanding, great judgement and pene- 
tration, but whoſe temper and diſpos 
fion was rendered ſtern, violent, and 
oppreſſive, by a ſyſtem of education 
productive of che nn — 
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Exiz ABETH having read the 


hiſtory of Mr. Burnaby, was loſt in 
wonder at the many ſtrange oecur- 
rencies which it contained, and at the 


ſame time ſhe was ſurpriſed at the diſ- 
covery of Mr. Brereton's being his 
ſon, ſhe gratefully expreſſed her thanks 
to Providence, which had ſo mani- 
feltly diſplayed its protection, in 
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preventing her farther connection with 
a man of ſo unprincipled a character, 
and who was, at that time, the huſband 
of another woman ;—and when ſhe 
looked back upon her danger, ſhe 


ſhuddered to think of her miraculous 


eſcape. Her own folly in uniting 


herſelf ſo haſtily to a man of whom ſhe 


knew ſo little, appeared in the moſt 
glaring colours; and ſhe felt more un- 
worthy than ever of that protecting 
power which had ſaved her. — She 
thought ſhe could only: have deſerved 


it by the performance of duty and 
obedience to her father's commands, 


never to take any important ſtep 
without conſulting Mr. ' Burnaby.— 
As this: was the only part of her con- 


duct ſhe could approve; and though 


nearly too late, was the only means 
5103 | Es that 
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that could have prevented her ruin, 
ſhe thought her father muſt have had 
a preſentiment of what was to happen; 
and next to the care of the Almighty, 
ſhe attributed it to his n rn | 
MO her W E Nuri dan 
+ She was now "I Pane en bes 
of her fate, - on the contrary, ſhe 
looked upon herſelf as an uncommon 
inſtance of its favor. She was ſnatched 
by a friend from the brink of ruin. 
ſhe had an ample fortune, - and ſhe 
had ſome few friends whom ſhe va- 
lued ; — ſhe was bleſſed with an unu- 
ſual ſhare of health, — and ſhe lived as 
ſhe liked. Mr. Burnaby's narrative 
had cleared up all myſtery, and ac- 
counted, in a moſt extraordinary man- 
ner, for the ſecret; for it was what he 
{8619 _ could- 
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could never diſcover without ex- 
poſing himſelf to the laws of his 
country.” She kept up a conſtant cor- 
reſpondence with her uncle in Lan- 
caſhire, and intended viſiting him at 
ſome future period. As to the Wood - 
villes, ſhe ſaw but little of them: 
Lady Woodville never cordially for- 
gave her elopement.— She ſeemed a 
her ſiſter's death, and Elizabeth pre- 
ſented her with a ring of fome value 
in remembrance of Lady Spencer.— 
Miſs Woodville had been fome time 
married to Mr. Leyden; and exhibited 
ance of Eaſtern ſplendour. Miſs 
Charlotre Woodville had tried various 
methods of fixing her character, but 
as ſhe choſe to alter that which nature 
| re the wand ne 
eaſy 
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hopes of, captivating : ſome country 
yo ew to hate a 


molt. celebrated opera 
Ber berel 100, lic miſtook her 


wes when ſhe ee e fel- 


1 
Ei. SF * 


ignoran ce, 


"md dif 


= 


N 


| 
. 7 
1 
5 


1 


* 


Rees 
* 


2 
1 


3. 
3 


* > 


+ 2 


pay 


75 . 
3 


a wb 


. AP 2 2898 


* 


— Seth nc ů — 2 


——ů —jhy—„—„—ę„— — 


Pe 
N 


Ne Das 


* 


= 
a 


— 


—— 


— — 


A vi 


8 


[ 14 ELIZABETH. 


ignorance, and her own ill ſucceſs, 
and as ſhe now began to verge upon 
old maidiſm, her temper luſt much of 
its ſweetneſs. Elizabeth ſhewed them 
all a proper attention, but none of 
them were characters for whom ſhe 
conceived any great veneration, ex- 


© cept as relations of her mother. Cap- 


tain Woodville, from his diſſipated. 
mode of life, had all the appearance 
of an old man; and George Woods 
ville was _ to the en 
Elizabeth felr avery hieb Fees of 
comfort in the reflection that ſne was 
perfectly independent of each of theſe 
relations; — and no leſs ſo, that fortune 
had ſupplied her with ample means of 
teſtifying her gratitude to thoſe more 
WO (though not leſs worthy) re- 
latives, 
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latives, in her uncle's family in Lan- 
caſhire. Vet in the midſt of all theſe 
comforts and bleſſings, there remained 
a chaſm in her heart which no comfort 
could ſupply. The idea of Lord 
Landover always created a bitter pang, 
and left a fearful void in her heart. 
The uncertainty of his fate remained 
ſtill a ſecret; - nobody in England 
had received any account of his death, 
nor did they know that he was alive. 
In ſhort nothing had tranſpired re- 
lating to him, and her fears ſuggeſted 
the worſt. That his death (if he was 
dead) had in ſome degree been occa- 
ſioned by his acquaintance with her, 
was a thought almoſt too painful to 
be ſupported, and it caſt a gloom over 
a naturally chearful and lively coun- 
tenance; ſhe tried in vain to conquer 

Dy, 12 it, 
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it, every little circumſtance recalled 
he idea to her memory, and ſhe would 
have preferred the moſt cruel wee 
to — more ne _ 
Als JD ARE to my wins 
N Suben ein eiiies, edges bag ul 
Landover, it will be neoeſſary to go 
back: to that part of my hiſtory which 
mentions the duel between Lord Vere- 
mont and Lord Landover, at Bruftets. 
The former had, as he ſuppoſed, deſ- 
perately wounded the latter, and leſt 
him ſor dead in a diſtant field from 
the town. Their quarrel had origin- 
ated from Lord Landover's declaring 
he would nat relinquiſh the hand of 
Eliaabeth. Lord Veremont called 
upon him to prove his right to ſuch a 
e — other vowed to be (at 
| leaſt} 
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prior claim, having known Elizabeth 
from a child. Lord Veremont urged 
him to decide the claim by the fword, 
and at day break they met in a ſe- 
queſtered ſpot, where Lord Veremont 
was ſlightly wounded, and Lord Lan- 0 
dover (as before has been obſerved) 
left to all appearance dead upon the 
ſpot. Lord Veremont ' had not hu- 
manity enough to ſend any perſon to 
his affiflance; or to ſee if he was quite 
dead, but taking advantage of the 
earlineſs of the day, he haſtened to 
his lodgings, where he ſent for a fur- 
geon; whom he knew could be ſecret, 
and: had his on wound dreſſed, with- 
out once beſtowing a thought upon 
N his antagoniſt. The furgeon, 
(Ilias 13 Madame 
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Madame de Tourval, and his own va- 
let, were the only perſons intruſted 
with the ſecret. Mean time the body 
of Lord Landover, which had received 
à very deep and dangerous wound, 
lay bleeding for many hours. Their 


- quarrel and their duel had fo imme- 
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dlately ſucceeded each other, that they 
had neither engaged ſeconds, or even 
aſſiſtants. The great quantity of 
blood which Lord Landover had loſt, 
left him to all appearance dead, and 
in this ſtate he was found by ſome 
peaſants,” ho were going to their 
morning occupations.” His appear- 
ance beſpoke him of conſequence, and 
one of the "peaſants - obſerving bis 
watch, propoſed examining the con- 
tents of his pockets; but the other, 
Who was Pofleſſed of more humanity, 
would 
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would not allow it, but proceeded to 


diſcover if he was quite dead. Not- 


withſtanding he had loſt ſuch a quan- 
tity of blood, and had lain ſo long 
upon the cold ground, there were {till 
ſome remaining ſigns of life, and the 
kind hearted peaſant chewed ſome 
particular herbs, the virtues of which 
he was well acquainted with, and ap- 
plying them to the wound, they in- 
ſtantly had the effect of ſtopping the 
bleeding. He then infiſted upon his 
companion's helping him to carry the 
body to his cottage, which ſtood at no 
great diſtance, that, whether the body 
was alive or dead, ſuch remedies 
might be adminiſſered, which, if the 
| former, would be n toxeſtore, it. 
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Accordiagly the body of Lord 


peaſants, to the cottage, which was 
very mean; where the wife of the peaſant 
prepared à bed, and having poured 
ſome cordial down his throat, he pre · 
ſently ſhewed ſigns of liſe.— Though 


too weak to be able to articulate any 


K . 


wards, he was ſenſible, and expreſſed 


tokens of thanks for their kindneſs; — 


and à ſurgeon being ſent for the 
wound was dreſſed, but with very 


little hopes of recovery. As ſoon as 


ther to ſend for his ſervant, who had 
been diſtracted at his maſter's abſence, 
and by his ſuſpicions had given riſe to 
the report of his being killed, which 
report Elizabeth had overheard, and 
whack had Nee the officers of 

1870025 | Juſtice 
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Juice to make enquiries after Count 


Velaſco and Madame de Tourval, 
who were both alarmed, and thought 


it a good opportunity to go to the 


chateau. For a long time Lord Lan- 


dover continued too weak to be moved, 
and his wound was in a very dangerous 
flare, —His cure was conſiderably re- 
tarded by the reports he heard from 


the ſurgeon and others, concerning 
Count Velafco and Madame de Tour- 
He trembled for the fate of 
Elizabeth, and when he could fit up, 
wrote ſeveral letters to inform her of 


her danger; - but ſuppoſing! they 


never reached her hands, e deter- 


mined, as ſoon as be old be able to 


get to Brufſels, to make all + ppm 


WF 4 
. 


ON Werren cd 1 HA Nö. 


ers Jatt: 


| Accordingly 


#& © + © * « : 4 


** 


12 


— — — x 


— — — ne 
5 7 — 2 — 


E 


— 


3 


: Pram KT —— 
WS GEES, 8 : A 


122 ELIZABETH: 


Accordingly he was carried to Bruſ- 
. els, though very ill able to bear the 
motion even of ſo ſhort a journey; and 
his diſappointment, at finding no 
traces of them, when he came there, 
threw him back, and for a long time 
his life was deſpaired of. When he 
began to recover, he was ordered to 
the South of France for the re eſta- 
bliſhment of his health, but a ſettled 
melancholy ſucceeded a very long 
and painful illneſs. His mind dwelt; 
continually upon the miſeries to 
which Elizabeth might be expoſed, 
and he would have given worlds to 
have ſaved her. When his wound 
was perfectly healed, and his health ſo 
far eſtabliſhed that he could venture. 
to travel, he made a diligent ſearch in 
all the places which he thought likely 
6110 e to 
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to conceal the object of his wiſhes, but 
without ſucceſs. He could hear of 
Count Velaſco at no place; and it is 
indeed moſt probable that he was only 
known by that name at Bruſſelt and 
its environs. 

ou ene wearied, and al- 
ways diſappointed, he entirely gave 
up ſo fruitleſs a ſearch, and contented 
himſelf with rambling about from 
place to place, in order, if poſſible, to 
diſpel that gloom which had taken ſo 
entire a poſſeſſion. of him; and without 
any-ſettled plan, he purſued-his route 
as fancy directed, or chance led him. 
If any thing curious or very intereſting 
engaged his. obſervation he would 
lengthen his ſtay to a conſiderable 
1 —if on the contrary: there was 
05 nothin 2 
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I haſtily: Thus had he travelled over 
3 vaſt tracts of country and made * 
curious remarks. 8 

es evening, chis Aube een 

r . he ſtopped at an ordinary looking 
poſt houſe, in order to procure” re- 
freſhment for himſelf and his ſervant, 
and, if poſſible, a night's lodging. 
The hoſteſs told him ſhe could give 
him but a very indifferent room, as 
all her beſt were engaged by a no- 
bleman and his family. Lord Lan- 
dover cared little what the room was, 
he had been too much uſed to all 
kinds of accommodation to be nice, 
and cherefore told her to ſhew him to 
ſuch as ſhe had. A wretched place 
(with ſomething ſcarce deſerving the 
| name 
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name of a bed, in one corner) was 
allotted for his apartment; — and as he 
eat his flight repaſt, he could plainly 
hear ſome part of the converſation 


from the adjoining room, which 


ſeemed only divided by a thin parti- 
tion. He fancied ſome of the voices 
were not altogether unknown to him, 
bur he was much fatigued, and did 
not attend to the certainty of it. 


Having, therefore, finiſhed his ſupper, 


he threw himſelf upon the bed without 
e off his Cath. 
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E was no ſooner laid down than 
the ſound of the voices again aſſailed 
his ear. He was certain he had ſome- 
where heard them before, — the idea 
kept him liſtening, and prevented his 
ſleeping.— At length it occurred to 
him, that one of the voices was that of 
Count Velaſco, and his imagination 
Was al on fire. — Sleep was utterly 

7 baniſhed, 
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baniſhed, and he ſtarted from the bed 
and ran to the ſide of the room next 
the partition, and having | 
ear Cloſe to the boards, he was quite 
certain the voice was that of the 
Count. Though he could not diſ- 
tinguiſh any words very clearly, yet 
he plainly perceived there were two 
other perſons in the room, who ſpoke 
each in their turn. A low plaintive 
voice he conceived to be Elizabeth's, 
and the thought was rapture.—If he 


could be a means of reſcuing her from 


theſe miſcreants, what a reward might 


he hope l- But when the length. of 
time that had elapſed ſince ſhe had 


been in their power, occurred to his 
recollection, it at once repreſented the 


impoſſibility of her having eſeaped 


violation. The thought was madneſs! 
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pet ſtill he might ſave: her from 


ſuch ſhocking ſociety. Whillt he was 
thus debating with himſelf, and had 
taken out his piſtols, he heard a 
trampling. of horſes on the outfide of 


the houſe, — and inſtantly heard a 
voice haſtily demanding to be ſhewn 
to the room in which was Lord Vere- 
mont; — who being known to Lord 


Landover, only by the name of Count 


5 Velaſco, he therefore ſuppoſed he had 


been under a miſtake as to the voice. 


His reſentment and ſuſpicion were fuſe 
_ pended, and curioſity, alone remained, 
which was immediately excited to the 


higheſt pitch, on hearing the ſtranger 
enter the room, which was immediately 
followed by the: claſhing of ſwords, 
and the ſcreams of women. Lord 
* ſnatched up his piſtols and 

advanced 
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advanced to the room whence the 


£ noiſe f eg ee 


The firſt obieckt that e iff 
to his view, was one of the moſt beau- 


- tiful girls his eyes ever beheld; —her 
figire che moſt elegant, and her whole 
perſon of the moſt exquiſite and cap- 


tivating form. She appeared to be 


about ſeventeen years of age, her 
dreſs was mourning, —and her fine 


pale brown hair hung to her wait, in 
Hine luxuriant treſſes, and in the front, 


* ſhaded a complexion of tranſparent 
_ fairneſs, Her bloom and the vermi- 
Hion of hertips; were retirmgquickfrom 
| their charming abode, by the blood 
Which fireamed faft from a wound 
under her breaft, and Lord Landover _ 
| received this lovely creature in his 
en III. K arms, 
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arms, juſt as ſbe was falling. He ap- 
plied his handkerchief to the wound, 
and ſhe. opened her beautiful eyes, 
_ filled. with inexpreſſible ſoftneſs, and 
in a faint voice exclaimed, Ol my 
es father!” — The contemplation of 

her charms, and the horror of ſeeing 

75 wounded, prevented, for ſome mo- 

ments, Lord Landover's obſerving the 
et who compoſed che reſt of the 
party; but caſting up his eyes, his 
conjectures were realized by the ſight 


of Count Velaſco, ſunk in an arm 


Chair, to all appearance in the agonies 
of death, and Madama de Tourval 
uſing her urmeſt endeavours to reſtore 
him. Another figure, hkewiſe, ex- 
hi bited to his view: features not alto- 
ether unknown to him; and though 


time, apd the uncommon. diſtortion 
of 


| 
al eric 8 2 
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of horror, which at preſent dung over 
nis countenance, had occaſioned ſome 
lange, yet Lord Landever recog- 
nized in this perſon, the well remem- 
bered face of Frederic o Brereton, WHO 
"now ſeemed” to ſtand motionleſs with 
horror: his fword reeking (as it 
proved 5 with his own” daughter's 
blood, had fallen from his hand upon 
ebe floor, is eye- balls ſeemed ſtarting 
from their Wee aeg ws . 
frame ſhook ba terror. 
l n £21 Aattt ahb ud; 
At this feene of woe,” che akte 
tion of which ſeemed denied: to each 
by the total deprivation of ſpeech, — 
Lord Landover was the firſt ho ſpoke, 
"and demanded” ſome aſſiſtance for the 
dying girl, hom he held motionleſi 
A his arms; and whoſe brauty and 
% K 2 pitiable 
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piriable ſituntion had, for the preſent, 
quite obliterated every idea of Eli- 
zabeth.' By this time, the ſervants 
and people of the houſe were aſſem- 
bled in the room, —each trying to 
collect ſome information, and to re- 

ſtore the two wounded perſons, who 
Wh aac aue e of Oy 
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7 WIE! Laer had Wanted the 
n to his own apartment, and 
laid her on his miſerable bed; and 
whilſt a female was employed in un- 

1 dreſſing her and endeavouring to 

gdtanch the wound, he had diſpatched 

i his ſervant for a ſurgeon. On his re- 

5 turn he. found Brereton (for he knew 

Þ bim by no other name) hanging over 

i : the body of this innocent victim, and 

þ [ valing apbn her, in the 2 tones 
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of diſtraction, for forgiveneſs ;—who, 
though ſhe could not ſpeak, her looks 
ſeemed to teſtify that ſhe was ſenſible, 
and ſhe held out her hand as a token 
that ſhe did forgive him. W hen the 
ſurgeon arrived and had examined 
both patients, he pronounced them to 
be equally dangerous z—and that he 


did not apprehend the young lady 


could live many hours. Extreme 
quiet being recommended as the only 
method of giving either of them 
chance of life, Lord Landover and 
Mr. Brereton retired, for the remainder 


of the night; which was paſſed in a re- 


lation of the following facts, to which 
Lord Landover liſtened wich wonder 
and attention, and which will be 
und in mes next pets 105 . 26 
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. bee a0dreffing bimſelf 
| to 150 Landover, began his ſtory by 
ö ſaying.,. Tou ſee before you, my 
f Lord. à wretch, who has ſo far and 
« {5 ſhamefully diſgraced his real 
name, as never to aſſume it.— Part 
of ny hiſtory, previous to the time 
e of my knowing your' Lordſhip, and 
Ta 1 acquaintance with MaſsSpencer, 


*. 60 « mult, 


ext2anari 195: 


« muſt (for private reaſons, and for 
© the ſake of a father whom I have 
% not only diſgraced but difhonor 
& remain à fecret, as alſo my real 
* name. It will be ſufficient to ob- 
c ſerve, that at the time I married 
* Miſs Spencer I had another wife 
e living; my father made the diſeo- 
every, and providentially ſeparated 
44 us, when only the ceremony had 
* paſſed. The gentleman whom you 
% ſaw. wounded is Lord Verement, 
5 .who. has taken the name of Count 
<< Velaſco, in order to conceal. the 
“ moſt; daring and atrocious crimes. 
If he has, from my hand, received 
<< his death, it is a puniſhment juſtly. 
e inflicted for the errors which he in 
&< my Jann eee into crimes, | 0 
MEM Tour 
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Lou muſt obſerye that he is 
„ many years older than myſelf. ne - 
*« yertheleſs, we were in habits of 
«great intimacy; and the follies and 
„ improprieties of my youth, would 
have been ſooner correfted and re- 
6 pented of, but for his example and 
<« inftigation.—My marriage, and the 
% means by which it was obtained; 
« were merely to gratify his revenge 
% and mortal hatred to my father; and 
ec at the fame time to rid himſelf of a 
c woman whom he no longer wiſhed 
6c to maintain.— Ves, I was the dupe 
of his arizfice,—and though I was 
«in immediate poſſeſſion of money, 
c of which I then very much ſtood - in 

6c need, and I fancied myſelf in love 
Th with the object I had married, my 
5 K pleaſing 
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es pleaſing proſpects ſoon. ae. 
25 ke a . 


46 We ved A a very diſſipated and 
«© extravagant ſtile, on the Continent; 
«where | took the name of Brereton; 


« and finding our fortune by no 


means adequate to our expences, I 
% embraced the profeſſion of phyſic, 
having fold my commiſſion in the 
& army before I left England, and 
„long ſince ſpent the money for 
& which it. fold: We hired a ſmall 
© houſe at Liſle, where my wife was 
6e brought to bed of a daughter, within 
© the ſecond year of our marriage, 
F and where I practiced the profeſſion 
5 of phyſic, with ſome ſucceſs. 
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It happened that I attended arr 
& Italian gentleman, and being one 
* evening at his lodgings, another 


ce gentlemaàn of the ſame nation came 


ein. He ſeemed of a very grave 
©. countenance, and 1 fancied that he 


“ particularly. obſerved me; — nor was 
«© | miſtaken, for when I took my 
leave, he followed me out, and 
v walked with me fome paces. He 
αAdiſcourſed on various ſubjects, but 
ce particularly ſpoke on the profits of 
% my profeſſion. Whether by the 
* anſwers he drew from me he diſco- 
„ vered that my circumſtances were 
<< nat the moſt flouriſhing, or whether 
«(which I am now moſt inclined to 
« ſuppoſe) he obſerved ſomething in 
my plyfiognomy' that induced him 
7% $0: 1 confidence, La eannot de- x 


6 termine, 
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et termine, but he accoſted: me im the | 


* following words: en IJ 


* 131110 Try . atk G N 7 5 £ 


266; Sins 1 am this maſk, er 
*© of men, and it is in your power ta 
render me the happieſt, - and at the 
<© ſame time greatly benefit yourſelf. | 
Know then, that till within theſe | 
{© laſt twelve months, I had, for many 
«© years, conſidered myſelf as heir to | 
* a very noble eſtate, having only one | 
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ce brother, whoſe fickly conſtitution 
e and debilitated habit ſeemed 'im- MM 
«© poſhible to be ſurvived many months; i 
yet, to my very great ſorrow, ur- 0 
c priſe,. and mortification, all of a | if i 
e ſudden he took it in his head to 
© marry a young woman of family 
te and fortune; - and to my ſtill greater 
eee, ns farther mortification, 
Po | « ſhe 
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140 ELIZABETH. 


* ſhe is now ſome months gone with 
« child, and my brother laſt week 


& breathed his laſt.— Now, Signior, 


<« as 1 take you to be a man of pro- 


5 found ſxill, and great judgment, as 


C ſuch, I can recommend you to my 
66 lifter, who intends coming to Liſle 


to lie in.— And you muſt, more. 
over, ſee the impoſſibility of this 


& child's being my brother's, — and 
the very great wickedneſs, as well 
& as ſhame, that it ſhould inherit his 


fortune. ] have pitched upon. you 


& ſo to order and ſettle matters, by. 
ce your ſuperior underſtanding and 
« love of propriety, by diſpoſing of 


46 this unworthy babe in ſuch manner 


« as your prudence ſhall direct, ſo that 
« it may never more appear as the 
10 inheritor of my fortune, or the 
* (deſtroyer 
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ec deſtroyer of my peace; for which 
« righteous and worthy act, you ſhall 
4 receive ſuch a ſum as ſhall put you 
«above the fatiguing life you now 
« lead, and enable you to defy the 
* malice of your enemies!” Here the 
Italian ceaſed ſpeaking, and I took 
“ no great time to conſider of A pro- 


& poſal which but too eaſily met my | 


© approbation, and I promiſed faith- 
« fully to perform all that he aſked. 


The lady ſoon afterwards came 
te to Liſle, and for her better accom- 
« modation, I lodged her in my own 
© houſe ; and when the time of her 
& delivery arrived, I was myſelf her 
«accouther, and aſſured her the 
child was ſtill⸗ born. This had a 
18 very nas effect on her health and 
«« ſpirits, 
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t fpirits, andd it was a long time before 
* ſhe recovered; for ſhe had ſincerely 
loved her huſband, and promiſed 


© herſelf great comfort in the birth 
of her infant. When ſhe was re⸗ 
ec covered, ſhe retired into a convent, 
ec where, having a good fortune of 


% her own, ſhe (ſpent it in acts of 


« charity,—and her time in thoſe of 
1 ow and Uevotion. " _” 
8 Her huſband's | Brother being now 
£ in fill poſſeſſioñ df the whole for- 
tune, I received the reward of my 
„ wickednets, even more amply than 
36515 expected. I grew] havghty and 
. imperious, —and, a if ill acquired 
<*:wextth” ſhould not proſper, I en- 
YE paged in an expenſive law ſuit, oc- 
* calivned' by my own' folly, and my 


233160, ** 6 fortune 
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e fortune being cenſiderably reduced, 
] left a ſufficient ſum of money with 
< my wife for the uſe of herſelf and 
* our little girl, and with the re- 
e mainder, I returned to England, 
of, where EE. ful. kept the name of 
gRBrereton. Meeting, at Dover, 
* with ſome companions, amongſt 
hom was an old ſchool-fellow, who 


ce had the command of his Majeſty's 
* ſhap, the 
£ that I had, changed my name to 
£ inherit a ſmal-eſtate left me by a 
© Godfather, I entered on hoard as a 
Lieutenant, and ſeryvęd during a 

£ ten months voyage, in which time 
mn we went. to Newfoundland and re- 
turning to England, I; found-,my- 


elf but ill calculated for alociery 


6 oh, 1 men hade, whole conduct is 
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marked by worth and honor, — a3 
Tp 175 c elf 45 by . ward _— 


d IH nber this' 1 let the 
© ip, and came to London, where 
e being acquainted with George 
b Wobdville, I got immediately in- 
t troduced into Sir Charles Wood- 
„ ville's family.—Miſs Spencer was 4 


e very fine gitl-—with manners ex- 


* tfemely facinating; and if ever I 


ec felt the power of love, it was at this 


* period. — Moreover, I heard ſhe had 
& à large fortune, and was nearly of 


( age. I conſideredꝭĩt would be very 


ec eaſy to ſecure both, and then to 


< carry her into ſome part of the 


«world, where my firft marriage 


cc etild never be diſcovered.— And 


44 bene my Bod; Thave rn 
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$ er to you for the many arts I put in 
< practice to draw the affections of 
hy ce that lady from your Lordſhip. I 
| that my project did not ſucceed, 
and as: ſoon as it was diſcovered 1 
5 ;** left, London that very evening, and 
„ made the beſt of my way to Flan- 
4 ders; — Where I found my wife's 
bs -5* circumſtances not more improved 
1 c tban my own. I heard that the 
's „Italian, for whom (by an act at 
d „ Which my ſoul ſhudders).. [ had ſe- 
f tc cured a large fortune, had ii ved but 
7 
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, of a ſhort-4ime, to enjoy the fruits of | 

&-ſuch iniquity :—Yet this ſhock of | 

e 2: \ id. had no effect upon me, I 
e only meditated farther miſchief; — | 
d elle, I conceived the deſign of 
c -\.{, paſſing my little daughter, ho was 
0 Vol. III. L Fe now 
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c now grown a beautiful child, for 


e that which was flifled in its birth, — 
and by perſuading the mother it was 
es the ſame, ſecure into my own fa- 


6e mily thoſe riches, which to put in 
* the poſſeſſion of another, I had 


committed ſo wicked a crime. I 
„ conſulted my wife upon this occa- 
„ ſion,— who, I am ſorry to fay, was 


% always but too ready to acquieſce 
e in ſchemes of this nature. Ac- 


, cordingly, I proceeded to the Con- 


vent, and enquitring for Signora 


<< Maria Facini, I was immediately 
e ſhewn to her apartment; where, 
„ having thrown a profound appear- 
e ance of contrit ion into my coun- 
et tenance, I threw myſelf upon my 
% knees at her feet, and implored her 


40 haut NT on a wretch, 


wx Was © Ws 2 32 64 whoſe 
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4 whoſe'fate her breath ſhould decide. 
„She was very much ſurpriſed, - and 


0 conjured me to inform her of the 


„ purport of my viſit, and my ſtrange 


66 appearance. I then related to: her 


„the propoſal which had been made 


me by her brother in law, previous 


© ro her delivery, —of the large re- 
4 ward he had promiſed me, — and the 


| N ſecrecy by which I was bound. 


ks 


Here the Signora interrupted 


* me, by exclaiming, with great vi- 


— 


é olence, „was you, then, ſuch a 
c monſter, as to deſtroy my child?“ 


« No, Madam,” replied I, % my na- 


„ ture recoied at ſuch an inſtance of 


* barbarity ! — I faved your child 


cc alive and though 1 never durſt 


4 © produce: it during the life-time of 


Ls * Signor 
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66 nn F acini, yet now 1 can EY 


& liver up to you, a ſweet creature, 
©:worthy of ſo charming a mother!“ 


e At thefe words the enraptured mo- 


et ther clapped her hands, in an ex- 


“s tacy of joy, ſaying, at the ſame time, 


« Give me my child! O, give me 
e my child !—and delay not, for a 


= = moment, ſuch a bleſſing!” 


c My wife, who had been pre · 
6 pared for fuch a requeſt, was waiting 
cc in a coach at the gates of the con- 
66 vent, with the child, whoſe age 


© as not more than a year older than 


ec the real child of the Signora would 
ec have been, which at the age of 
eleven years was not diſcernable.— 
My wife and myſelf, therefore, in- 
* troduced this lovely little -creature, 

«© who 
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& who had buen before told that we 
ce were not her parents, and that 
cc ſhe was going to be carried to her 
real mother. Nothing could ex- 
< ceed the beauty and elegance of 
ce this girl, except her uncommon 
< ſenſe and delicacy of ' manners— 
e Indeed, it would have been im- 
c poſſible not to have loved this child, 


“ even where no relation or tye of 


6 blond had enn hr. 

66 It ol be difficult to deſenibe 
cc the ra ptures W ith. which the Signora 
*« received her, —ſhe almoſt fainted 
c with exceſs of joy, and only la- 
* mented that ſhe had been deprived 
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-* She'aſked me by what means I 


c of the women who were preſent, : 


& and ſaid, ſhe always fancied that 


© the had heard it cry. 1 told her, 


ce that having declared it was ſtill- 
© born, I haſtily wrapped it up in a 
* blanket, and gave it to my wife, who 
& was on the outſide of the door to re- 


Receive ir. The lady believed all I 


er ſid,. - ſhe renewed her careſſes upon 
* the child, -ſhe promiſed me a 
* penſion for my life, ne" we ra 


3 Touded: with: Sn” 


Nothing now mib but to 
* prove the identity of the child's 
c being lieing, to the relations of 


| Signor Facini, who were pretty 


Whenever my 


« eaſily fatisfied. 
A 5 . cc wie 
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ce wife or myſelf went to viſit the 
child, ſhe always ſhewed a natura 


«© fondneſs for us; — but this was im- 
„ puted to her having conſidered us 
« ſo long in the light of her parents. 
« And being at the ſame time a proof 
« of our kindneſs to her, we were 
«only more amply rewarded; and we 
< had the pleasure of ſeeing our child- 
« grow up, adorned. with every ac- 
4 ons that fortune could 


tee beſtow, © lin Mirko 50 


The Signora hired a large houſe 
« at Paris, where ſhe was viſited by a 
great number of the Nobleſſe, and 


4 our Maria was introduced to the 
Queen and the Arch-Dutcheſs of 
«, Auſtria, and * n the whole 
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About ſeven months ago I re- 
* ceived a letter, mforming me that 
the Signora was ſeized with a vi- 
* colent illneſs, which ſoon after ter- 
* minated in her death. I haſtened to 
Paris, and found my daughter in- 
„ conſolable for the loſs of her ſap- 
poſed mother, who had made no 
«will, upon the idea that her 2 8 9 
. as her _ heir. 


« Ith was now the time to undeceive 
„my child, and claim her for my 
<« own telling her at the ſame time, 
« ſhe ſhould” always paſs. for the 
«6 daughter 'of Signora Maria Facini, 
« 4h under that name and title enjoy 
< the' fortune. Whether from che 
force of education, or that my 
« vr ood was really born with better” 

principles, 
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« principles, I know not, hut certain .. 
c it. was, that ſhe: ſeemed ſhocked at | 
* the whole tranſaction, and declared 
e ſhe would immediately reſtore her 
* poſſeſſions to their right o-ẽner: * 0 
* lamenting, in bitter terms, that ſne 
* had ſo long, though innocently, 

© impoſed upon the belt of women,— 
« This. was. a. ſpecies: of honor and in- 

e tegrity for which I was by no means 
prepared, nor in the leaſt expected. 1 
© F expoſtulated and threatened,.—1 
e repreſented the crime of bringing 
tc her father and mother to the pu- 
« niſhment due to the practicing a 
fraud. This ſeemed to have ſome 
< weight with her, and ſhe promiſed 
c to take time to conſider of the 
c matter, though ſhe had been deaf to 
« all W aa and-ſeemed 

« ſtill 
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134 ELIZABETH; 


« ſtill determined, by ſome means or 
other, to make reſtitution. to the 
e 1njured party. | 


\ 
« 


e In the mean time ſhe would not 

* return home with me, but threw 
F herfelf under the protection of a 
lady who had been a very particular 

« friend of her ſuppoſed mother. All 

& this happened about a month fince, 
« and four days ago, I received in- 
© telhgence that ſhe had commenced 
an intimacy with a Madame de 
6 Tourval, who, it was ſuppoſed, had 
« carried her away from Paris. This 
« Madame de Tourval, I knew to be 
A woman of infamous character, and 
4 creature of Lord Veremont's, who 
<« had practiced a multitude of arts and 
« Jeceptions/in order to contribute to 
= « his 
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* mounted my horſe, and ſet forward 
iin purſait of them.— This day I 
« traced their route, and having per- 
© fect information that they were 
“ lodged in this houſe, I demanded 
© admittance; . where, gueſſing that it 


was the deſtination of my daughter's 
« diſhonour, I ruſhed furiouſly into 


*the room, with my drawn ſword in 


*0My-:: hand, and demanded my 


daughter, in a threatening accent. 
« This ſo enraged Lord Veremont, 


«that he drew out a hanger, with 


ich he made a paſs at me; and as 


1 was returning it with my ſword, 
my dear child ruſhed between us, 


n J fear (as a puniſhment: for, all- 
45 6c my 


te his debauchery, and I was ſhocked 
c t the idea of the hands into which 
* my daughter had fallen.—l inſtantly 
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my crimes) has received her death 


- wound from my hand, and that you 
* here behold the wretched murderer 


of his own lovely daughter. Lord 
« Veremont too, I know, is wounded, 


* but his crimes, like mine, deſerve 
e the ſevereſt puniſhment; and the 


5 vengeance of Heaven ſeems to re- 
„ quice a greater ſacrifice than the 
lives of ſuch miſereants as we are.“ 


Here this extraordinary adventurer 


ended his ftory, the relating of which 
took up the whole night. Lord Lan- 
dover was aſtoniſhed at the villainy of 
which this man profeſſed himſ 


tO 
be guilty ; and entertained hopes that 
this laſt dreadful cataſtrophe would be 
productive of a * and ſincere 
penitence. 


He 
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"hs ronk e to enquire if he 
could give him any certain inform- 
alion concerning Elizabeth, but he 
ſaid he never ſaw her after the day 
they were married; but if there was 
any ſuſpicion of her having been in 
the power of Lord Veremont, the in- 
formation might be extorted from 
Madame de Tourval. 


Lord Landover then related the 
duel he had fought with Lord Vere- 


mont, under the title of Count Velaſco; | 


and that he ſuppoſed, in the confuſion 
of the preceding night, his perſon was 
unknown to any of the party. 
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HEN the morning arrived, 
they were impatient to viſit the poor 
wounded Maria, and being admitted 
to her "bedſide, ſhe received them 
with a ſmile of ſerenity; and though 
{he ſpoke very faintly, ſaid ſhe had 
ſlept compoſed. She ftretched her 
hand to her father, and entreated him 
not to! reflect upon himſelf for the 
po wound 
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wound ſhe had received, even ſhould 
the conſequence be fatal, for it was 
quite accidental, and, as the under- 
ſtood, given in defence of her honour. 
She conjured him to give. up her for- 
tune to the right owners, and if it could 
not be done without involving him in 
difficulties, ſtill to conceal her being 
his daughter, and then they would, of 
courſe be her heirs at law. He faith- 
fully promiſed that every thing ſhould 
be executed according to her wiſhes, 

and ſhe gave an expreſſive look at 
Lord Landover, as if aſking him to be 
a witneſs of the promiſe. He looked 
at her with the moſt tender concern; 
indeed it would have been impoſſible 
for any perſon. leſs intereſted. in her 
fate than Lord Landover was, to 
W viewed ber with eyes of indif- 
bayoy: | ference. 
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ference. Her beauty ſeemed to beer 
leaſt perfection, and the  death-like 
languor which had overſpread her fine 
features, exhibited a juſt picture of 
her mind. Her ſkin was of that 
dazzling whiteneſs which is ſeldom 
feen but when repreſented upon 
_<anvaſs,—and her beautiful blue veins, 
through which her blood ſeemed 
-ſlowly to meander, as if unwillling to 
ſtagnate in that loved abode, where it 
Had revelled in ſuch high lux uriance, 
wette finely - Lontraſted * that 
wee. 96 3: eee unt 
ker eyes a the nd en- 

0 n ſoftneſs and pity for thoſe 
bo now bewailed her fate, yet ani- 
mated with an uncommon luſtre, 
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ü owing; to the great exertion {he had 


r in af n to hes he. 8 


hind 1 . on wh with 


| Inn marks of tenderneſs and 
admiration; he thought he had never 
before ſeen ſo lovely a picture exhi- 
bited in the human frame, and he 
would have given worlds to have 
ſaved her, but her fate was decided. 
The ſurgeon, when he entered the 
room, expreſſed his diſpleaſure at her 
having been allowed to ſpeak ſo 


much, as he ſaid it would haſten her 


death, which muſt inevitably happen 
in a few hours,—a ſentence which none 
- preſent could hear unmoved, and 
which took place in about three hours 
after. Lord Landover could not 
leave the room, and her father conti- 
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nued kneeling and ſupplicating for 
her life. When the laſt moments ap- 
proached, ſhe reached out a hand to 
each, and whillt her looks conveyed 
the moſt perfect innocence and ap- 
pineſs, ſhe preſſed their hands, and 
ſighing breathed her laſt! - Lord 
Landover Eiſſed the. icy; band.. whoſe 

gentle preſſure vibrated to his heart. 
and it was ſome time before he could 
prevail upon either Himſelf or the 

wretched, father to quit the corple.— 
| The latter declaring, with all the 
marks of the moſt frantic rage, that he 
would immediately ſubmit himſelf to 
the hands of, juſtice, as a murderer, for 
he wiſhed, not to live. But Lord 
| Landover: repreſented. . to him how 
much more neceſſary it was, to ſee 
chat ehen gue were properly and 
PF decently 
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decently admiſtered to his lovely 


daughter; — and that he world fulfil 


her requeſt by making a reftitution of 
her fortune. This rouſed him a little 
from his grief, and in the mean time 
Lord Landover made cenquiry con- 
cerning the fate of Lord Veremont, 
whom he found in a very deplorable 
ſtate: - not ſo much occaſioned by the 
wound, as by that remorſe of con- 
21 ſcience, which ſeemed to have ſeized 
and taken faſt hold of him. When 
be ſaw Lord Landover, he ſtarted as 
if he had beheld a ſpectre, — for in the 


confuſion of the preceding evening, 


he had not obſerved him; büt upon 
his approach he exclaimed, What, 
e are you likewiſe come, to Cmplete 
my miſery by recalling palt ſcenes?” 
wil not, replied Lord Landover, 
0 | M 2 e 
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< to add to your preſent misfortunes; 
ce but certain it is, chere are ſome 
1 paſt ſcenes which muſt be brought 
4“ to your recollection before we part.” 
& Alas!” ſaid Lord Veremont, 1 
ce know but too well what you mean, 
& and I derive ſome comfort from be- 
ing able to give you a ſatisfactory 
account of the charming Elizabeth 
« Spencer, and ſtill infinitely more 
„ comfort that I ſee you now alive, 
c and that your death is not added to 
6 that catalogue of fins for which 1 
* am now going to anſwer. For,“ 
continued he, I left you for dead, 
and not having heard any thing of 
you fince, I could ſcarce believe it 
cc was really ma when "FRF now 
* ' entered the room,” "ry 
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Lord Landover gave him a ſhort: 


and brief account of his recovery, and 
then begged he would tell him all he 
knew concerning Elizabeth. Lord 
Veremont then related the whole ac- 
count of Elizabeth's coming to the 
chateau. —of his offers of marrying 
her, — his baſe deſigns in caſe of her 
non-compliance, — and of her diſco- 
vering her mother, Lady Spencer, 
in endeavouring to make her eſcape. 
—He did her ample juſtice in re- 
ting her filial duty to her mother, 
her behaviour to him, and laſtly of 
his ſeeing chat ſhe was properly at- 
tended to Bruſſels, from whence he 
heard ſhe. was: afterwards eſcorted. to 
England by one of her guardians,— 
This account could not fait ;to. afford 
the - higheſt ſatisfaction to Lord 

M 3 Landover, 
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Landever, and he gave Lord Vere- 


mont his hand in token of forgiveneſs. 
This poor object lay, tormented more 


by the reflect ions of his mind tban the 


pains of his body. He confeſſed, that 
Heaven had been abundantly mer- 


ciful to him, in preventing (by ſome 


extraordinary interruptions) the per- 


petration of ſome of his very worſt 


deſigns. Here, ſaid he, in this 
6 laſt inſtance, was IJ upon the verge 
cc of ruining the daughter of an old 


* acquaintance: and an early friend! 
«© The ſon too of my friend, whoſe 


< youth I led to early vices, and whoſe 
ce father's days I embittered with ever- 
< laſting: fear and remorle - Ves, 
4 Burnaby, I juſtly -fall by thy hand!“ 
«Burnaby ?”.rephed Lord Landover, 
22 0 the perſon below is named 

6. 6 Brereton,” : 
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ce. grereton. “ No,“ ſaid Lord Wt 
Veremont, * War | ode 
«© -naine;—his real name is Burnaby, 
«© ſon of _ Rev. Mr. Burnaby of 
GG kn xk Then, ſaid Lord 10 
uni © he is the ſon of my friend, || 


3 - v an n,yed 
——— . 
5 ” — 


«alſo, — and of my father's friend, ll 
1 


« with whom I paſſed my happieſt [1H 
&« days, and where I firſt became ac- | | 
© quainted with Ellzabeth Spencer! 10 
«© And that fair creature, whoſe. | 
«© dying voice ſtil} vibrates on my 0 
< ear, was grand- daughter to Mr. i 
© Burnaby, — unhappy * that 1 
Fe macs Rave an! Wt 


4 Bord - Landover left the room of 
Lord Veremont, and went to ſeek Mr. 
Burnaby,” whom he found in a very 
low way. He related to him all that 
| had 


=_ 
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Veremont, and likewiſe the diſcovery 
he had made of his real name. Hay 
„ he told you that?” ſaid Burnaby, 
then I muſt defire you will keep it a 
« ſecret; for there are reaſons why I 
& chooſe the name of Brereton, by 

© which I have ſo long been known in 
this kingdom, and I am not likely 

„ now to return to England.“ Why?“ 
ſaid Lord Landover, If I might ad- 
© viſe, it ſhould be your going to 
« England, and throwing yourſelf 
upon the mercy of your father's for- 
% giveneſs.“ © No,” ſaid Mr. Burnaby, 
1 have offended him, paſt all for- 


« giweneſs, and never more will he 
6. n me!“ 


They 


, 
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They both then proceeded to Lord 
Veremont's apartment, where his 
Lordſhip and Mr. Burnaby each ex- 


changed forgiveneſs; both declaring 
their thankfulneſs that they had time 


allowed them for repentance, though 
bewailing the misfortunes which had 
brought them to it. On their return 
from Lord Veremont's chamber, they 
went to take a view of the dead Maria, 


where they found her mother, who 


was juſt arrived, weeping over her 
lovely daughter, on whoſe countenance 
death had not uſurped any very diſa- 
n e 


Orders 1 been given for the 
removal of the body, * interment. — 
and Lord Veremont having hired a 
liter, to convey him to ſome place 
where 


— 
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u here he might receive better accom- 
modations, Lord Landover prepared 
to take his leave of perſons, whoſe un- 
common crimes had met with juſt pu- 
niſnment, and whoſe: repentance, he 
hoped would be ſincere. He could 
not but ex preſs his own thankfulneſs 
to- Providence, which had fo unex- 
pectedly led him to perſons whE 
could give him the beſt information 
of thoſe circumſtances he was moſt 
deſirous of knowing; —and at the 
ſame time ſhewed how vainly they - 
attempted to purſue thoſe unrighteous 
meaſures for which the arm of the 
Almighty was raiſed againſt them. 


The .death of the beautiful Maria 
had made a laſting impreſſion upon 
* z—and while he lamented her 
fate, 


could only be conſidered in the * 
os cheats and murderers. 


to leave the Continent, and return to 
England, in ſearch of his never to be 


him, and give the reader an account 


poſſeſton a of the gentle Maria. 
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fate, he could not but rejoice that ſne 
was taken from the power and ſociety 
of wretches, who (though her parents) 


Fall of theſe reflections he prepared 


forgotten Elizabeth; and for that ex- 
pedition we will for the preſent. leave 


how Lord Veremont contrived to get 
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made ok Jon: athens. 8 Joy 
the death, of Lady Spencer, had for a 
ſhort; time, ſuch an effect upon Lord 


Veremont, that he was ſeized with a 


tranſitory penitence, and made ſome 
faint, reſolutions tow ards a reformation; 
but. the converſation and. incitements. 


of # Madame de T ourval, Joined to, his 


SOLO W own 


* | Sad wed 
T ® 8 
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own natural diſpoſition, ſoon obli- 
terated all traces of amendment, and 
he again went in ſearch of new purſuits, 


Being one evening at an opera, at 


Paris, he was wonderfully ſtruck with 


the beauty and elegance of Maria's 


appearance. She was in mourning for 
her ſuppoſed mother, and came ac- 


companied by Madame Ruvenirie, a 


particular friend of the Signora's.— 
The beauty and innocence of Maria 
mſtantly faſcinated the eyes and heart 
of Lord Veremont. She appeared more 


lovely than any thing he had ever 
beheld, —and from the vague anſwers 


he received concerning her, he formed 
hopes of fuccefs. Accordingly” Ma- 
dame de Tourval was ſent upon an 


embaſſy the moſt diſgraceful to human 


nature * the arts of that dereſtable 


18 | wornan — 


— 


woman were again put in practice, not 
only upon the mind of the young 
Maria, but alſo to delude the more 
experienced and wary Madame Ru- 
venirie. In order to effect which, ſhe, 
as before, affected the moſt chaſte de- 
portment, and exemplary manners. — 
She hired a houſe, at Paris, as alſo 
ſervants, and ſhe appeared to have all 
things about her that beſpoke a woman 
of fortune. She pretended that ſhe 
had an only daughter, who had formed 
-a reſolution of devoting her life to 
a religious order, and that all the per- 
ſuaſions of her friends had been hi- 
therto ineffectual to draw her from her 
;pnrpoſe;—that -ſhe had taken this 
houſe, and formed this eftabliſhment 
in order, if poſſible, to divert the mind 
0 her daughter from the caſt it was 


W i o@ 
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8 ; preſ ent under „Land . when every 


ching was prepared for her reception, 
- ſhe ſhould return to her chateau and 


fetch her. In the mean time, ſhe 
cContrived, by every method ſhe could 
deviſe, to make herſelf pleaſing to the 


young Maria, and at the fame time 
gain the favor and approbation of 


Madame Ruvenirie; in which ſhe ſo 


3 7 


well ſucceeded, that the latter placed 


the -moſt perſect confidence in her 


good conduct, and the former was 
delighted with the picture ſhe repre- 
ſented of her chateau, and the life they 
led in the retirement of the country, 


— 
= 
» 


F. 


as chars which ſhe had never known, 


and longed to experience. She often 


declared, how happy it would make 
her to be the means of perſuading her 


daughter to remain with ſe amiable a 
7 mother, 
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| mother, and partake of thoſe innocent 
_ pleaſures which were deſigned for her. 


On theſe occaſions Madame de 
Tourval would exclaim, “Ah, my 
. dear child, I ſhould have no doubt 
hw” + obtaining my purpoſe, could we 


once prevail upon Madame Ruve- 


4 nirie to part with you for a month. 
e, The converſation and perſuaſions of 
* ſuch a young creature as yourſelf, 
© would be more powerful than all 
* other arguments!” In ſhort, the 
ſcheme was fo well laid, that Madame 
Ruvenirie conſented that Maria ſhould 
accompany Madame de Tourval to 
her chateau, in order to induce the 
young lady, her daughter, to return 
to Paris. 6 


Thus 
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Thus every thing being ſettled, 
poor Maria took leave of her kind 
friend, Madame Ruvenirie, without 
any forebodings that een never 
hebold her again. e ns 


ſe 5 de Tourval, in \ order to 
elude any. purſuir 1 which, her fears ſug- 


geſted might be made after them, did 
not take the direct road to the chateau, 


but followed a different route the firſt 
day: —and it was. agreed. on that 
Lord. Veremont ſhould meet them i in 
the evening, in the character of Count 
Velaſco, and an intimate friend of 
Madame de Tourval's, and as ſuch 
he was introduced to Maria, whoſe 
heart was void of all ſuſpicion. 
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In the mean time, o one of the ſer- 
vants which Madame de Tourval 
had hired, ſhe unwarily diſchargod, 
before ſhe left Paris, and this ſervant 
having heard a coachman ſpeak in 
terms of no great reſpect, concerning 
Madame de Tourval,—he began to 
entertain ſome ſuſpicions; not alto- 

gether arp of that lady's 


applied to . the ſame coachman, for 
further information, who made no 
ſcruple of mentioning Madame de 
Tourval in terms too groſs to be 
repeated. N 


The footman having received this 
intelligence, and knowing that ſhe had 
carried off one of the fineſt young 
creatures in the world, — feeling A 
5 degree 
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degree of honor, and perhaps not 

without ſome hope of reward, imme- 

diately went to Madame Ruvenirie, 

and told her all he had heard, and 
added all he ſuſpectet. 


Madame Ruvenirie was almoſt diſ- 
tracted, and knew not what courſe to 
purſue, when at the ſame inſtant 
Maria's father arrived. He was no 
ſooner informed of the ſuſpicions than 
he immediately knew the party and 
their vile intentions. Bad as he was 
himſelf, he always fondly loved his 
daughter, and parental tenderneſs 
added warmth to his reſentment. He 
waited not a moment, and though 
Madame de Tourval had taken a con- 
trary route from the direct road, he 
traced them ſo exactly as to arrive at 

N 2 the 
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the ſame poſt houſe in two hours after 
them, and at which place Lord 
Landover had likewiſe arrived at a 
ſhort time before him, and was witneſs 
to the dreadful cataſtrophe before re- 
lated; and where he left thoſe unhappy 
people, to purſue that grief ſo juſtly 
due to the fair victim of their 1niquity, 
and that penitence which their crimes 
ſo much required, whilſt be cee 
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E muſt now return to Tate; 
who, during the time theſe ſcenes 
were tranſacting on the Continent, 
was living in a very retired way, at her 
houſe which Mrs. Raymond left her 
in Hertfordſhire. She had received 
more than one good offer of marriage, 
but her heart could never own but 
one poſſeſſor; and the untoward fate 
N3 which 
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which had attended her marriage, de- 
termined her to think of no more 
engagements. She lived with a few 
ſelect friends, but ſhe had not that 
dread or fear of ſolitude which can 
only be the effect of a weak mind, and 
which is often induced to mix with 
low and wretched ſociety, rather than 
be alone. 


_ Mr. Selwyn was a conſtant viſitor, 
whenever buſineſs of the law (in which 
he was deeply engaged) would permit 
him; — and notwithſtanding} he was 
older than her father, he was a young 
looking man, —and conſequently the 
neighbours, particularly thoſe whom 
ſhe did not viſit, gave him the ap- 
pellation of her lover, of which Mr. 
Selwyn had not the moſt diſtant idea. 
| | 3 
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He loved Elizabeth as his ward, and 
in ſome degree as his child, —and ſhe 
always looked upon him in the light 
of a father; and whenever ſne walked 
out with him, would hang upon his 
arm with the fame endejting an 


When Lord pk arrived in 
England, his firſt care was, to enquire- 
after Elizabeth, and to know if ſhe yet 
remained unmarried. ' He heard, 
indeed, that ſhe was ſingle, but 
that ſhe was upon the point of being 
very ſhortly united to a \ gentleman 
who was a conſtant viſitor to her, and 
for whom ſhe was dap pofed 3 to en- 
tertain a great nn gt 

This was a aigppoitmnens- for 
ern Lord Landover was by no 
SH means” 
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means prepared. He had haſtened to 
England with tbe hope of finding 
Elizabeth unmarried and diſengaged; 
and this idea had given an elevation 
to his ſpirits | which the hope of cer- 
tainty had infpired, and only now 
ſeemed to render his ay een 
the rener. 


His eſtate, which was ſituated in 
one of the moſt delightful parts of 
Devonlhire, required his immediate 
preſence but as hope will not rea- 

dily yield to deſpair, he was deter- 
mined to be more perfectly convinced 
of his doom, and to fee with his own 
eyes, and hear with his own ears the 
full extent of his misfortune, before 
he proceeded” to his houſe. —Yet to 
: hear: a declaration in favor of another, 
from 
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from the lips of Elizabeth, was what 
he was not equal to bear; —for this 
reaſon he reſolved to watch her. Ac- 
cordingly he placed himſelf in the 
vicinity of her houſe, in Hertfordſhire, 
where he again had the mortification 
of hearing that ſhe was very ſhortly to 
be married to a gentleman who was a 
very conſtant attendant. 


Lord Landover wiſhed much to 
ſee her once more, —and alſo to ſee, 
if poſſible, his hated rival; and he 
wiſhed to ſee them when he himſelf 
might be unobſerved. For this pur- 
poſe, he made no attempt to viſit 
her, but took views of the garden and 
adjacent walks, without going very 
near the houſe. He made (ſeveral at- 


Gm of this nature, but always 
without 
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without ſueceſs, for he had not yet 
been able to obtain the leaſt e 
* een 9. 


MI. 1 WY Ame ber 
life time, been ſerved by a ſet of ſer- 
vants, more valued for their honeſty 
and ſimplicity of manners, than for 
any other qualifications; - and when 
Elizabeth came to take poſſeſſion of 
her houſe, ſhe retained ſuch of them 
in her ſervice as ſhe beſt approved, 
and only ſuch as ſhe had occaſion for: 
and as every thing which formed her 
eſtabliſhment was more calculated for 
comfort than ſhew, ſhe was not diſ- 
pleaſed with their old faſhioned ap- 
pearance, or their no leſs old faſhioned 
notions. The chief of the female do- 
meſtica was a middle aged woman, 


who ** 
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who ſerved in the capacity both of 
lady's maid and houſe-keeper, and 
was frequently encouraged by Eli- 
zabeth in converſations which ſhe 
would not have allowed a more mo- 
dern ſervant. 


It happened, that as this houſe- 
keeper was one evening with Elizabeth, 
attending her undreſſing, that ſne ne- 
ver ſpoke, and was obſerved to fetch 
long and heavy ſighs. — Elizabeth 


having enquired the cauſe of this ap- 


parent uneaſineſs, the good woman 
replied, I cannot tell what is the 
ce matter, not I, but I wiſn we were 
«© all well out of this houſe.“ “ Why,“ 


returned Elizabeth, what is it you 


* diſlike -I thought you preferred 


% my ſervice, and wiſhed to remain 
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in this houſe,” 0 Sol do, Madam,” 
faid the houſe-keeper, * and Heaven 
< knows I never with to ſerve a better 
< lady ;——but we be all an us fright- 
„ ened out of our wits,--for ſartain 
* ſure old miſtreſs is come again 
and walks.—I'm ſure ſhe was un- 
& eaſy enough in her mind, poor ſoul, 
.. 2 when ſhe was alive; and Dame 

, Grippard, upon the heath, ſays as 
„how ſhe comes again becaule ſhe 
<« promiſed to give ber a new gown 
4* when ſhe was married, —and can't 
4.08; eaſy in her grave by reaſon that 
e ſhe never had the gown.— And John 
« declares he ſee her, laſt night, look- 
© ing over the garden hedge, in a 
long white coat, and a face as pale 
<« as aſhes ! AA 
Elizabeth 
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Elizabeth had great difficulty to 
ſuppreſs her laughter, at the ſimplicity 
of her ſervants, but putting on a very 
ſerious air, ſhe replied, © Let me hear 
& no more of this nonſenſe ;—as to the 
ce gown, Dame Grippard ſhall have 
«ir, though T think ſhe does not de- 
« ſerye one, for daring to ſpeak fo 
W diſreſpectfully of ſo good a woman 
cc as Mrs. Raymond, and T deſire I 
©& may never more hear any thing of 
« this kind.” Elizabeth was in hopes 
that ſhe had, , by this timely reprimand, 
effectually laid the ghoſt; but repeated 
C whiſperings, terrors, and fears at going 
out of doors, after the day cloſed in, 
convinced her there was ſome myſtery, 
of which ſhe was determined to be in- 
formed. Having enquired here the 
ghoſt was generally to be obſerved, ſhe 

was 
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vas reſolved to watch herſelf; for tho? 
ſhe did not give much credit to ſuper- 
natural appearances, yet ſhe fancied this 
concealed ſome trick which ſhe ſhould 
be able to diſcover.—She, therefore, 
when the evening approached, walked 
to the bottom of ſome elm trees, and 
ſat herſelf down upon a bench, where 

ſhe waited 'till the evening was nearly 

cloſed, without either ſeeing or hearing 
any thing of the ghoſt; but being tired 
of waiting, juſt as ſhe was thinking to 
return, a ruſtling amongſt the trecs ra- 
ther alarmed her, and ſhe almoſt re- 
pented having come alone. Upon 
looking up, ſhe ſaw, to her great ſur- 
priſe, a tall figure with a pale face, in- 
deed, but ſo unlike Mrs. Raymond, 
that ſhe was very certain it repreſented 
the perſon of Lord Landover. She 

15 was 
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was really alarmed, and with a faint 
ſcream exclaimed, ** Lord Landover!!? 
His Lordſhip finding himſelf diſco- 
vered, approached Elizabeth with the 
molt reſpectful apology, Pardon, my 
*« dear Miſs Spencer,” ſaid he, this 
3 intruſion, and let the miſery to 
% which I am reduced plead forgive- 
* neſs for having recourſe to this me- 
< thod of taking a laſt look and leave 
of the only woman I can ever adore!” 


»The joy and ſurpriſe which Eliza- 
beth felt at ſeeing Lord Landover 
alive and before her, entirely diveſted 
her of all thought or reſerve, and ſhe 
haſtily replied, Good God] my 
« Lord, what is it you mean by a daft 

cc leave, when this is the happieſt mo- 

© ment I have experienced ſince I laſt 

„ ſaw 
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c ſaw you?” Expreſſions like theſe 
could not fail of baniſhing from Lord 
Landover's mind, all that before was 
doubtful, — and an explanation imme- 
diately took place, which ended in 
ſuch ſatisfaction as can better be con- 
ceived than deſcribed; and Elizabeth 
uſhered into her houſe the ghoſt of 
Mrs. Raymond, in the ſhape of a fine 
young man, who meditated carrying 
away the miſtreſs as ſoon as poſſible. 


Mr. Selwyn highly approved of the 
match, and in a few days preſented to 
Lord Landover the hand of Elizabeth, 
who were each rewarded for their many 
fatigues and diſappointments, by in- 
numerable bleſſings. 


THE END. 


